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Cammissioner of Public Health are binding,
but I think I would be lacking in my duty
if [ did not give this information to the
House. This, briefly, is the opinion of the
Commissioner of Public Health—

There arc only two States of the (om-
monwealth  of  Awstralin  which  have
adopted legislation in the direction of the
registration of optieians, namely, Queens-
land and Tasmania, The Tasmanian Act
is dated December, 1913, Whilst the
Queensland Act was assented to only last
year, upon its firat presentation it failed
to pasg the Upper House, but at the second
attempt was suceessful. Such an Aet was
presented in Vietoria in 1913, but was
finally diseharged from the Notice Paper.
In New South Wales, the Government re-
cently, on the adviee of the Minister of
Public 1lealth declined to introduce such
a Bill on the gronnd that the registration
of opticiang as sight-testers was not in the
publie interest. In the United Kingdom
the question was dealt with by the General
Medical Council in 1906, when Sir Donald
Mucalister reported to the Privy Council
wgainst such legislation, The Fedcral medi-
enl committce of the British Medical As-
sociation is opposed to the registration of
opticizns in any State, as sight-testers, on
the groumd that it is detrimental to the
public interest. They consider that the
registration of opticians as sight-testers
would be entirely parallel to the registra-
tion of chemists as preseribers of wmedi-
cine, and they consider further that the ac-
ceptance of seats upon 2 board, whieh re-
wister opticians aa sight-testers, would be
incompatible with the interests of the pub-
lie and unworthy of the medical profes-
sion.

ITon. J. Cornell: Fven there, any quali-
fied chemist ean dispense preseriptions.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
next portion of the Commissioncer’s minute
deals with various parts of the Bill, and they
can be quoted to the Committee later on
when we are dealing with the clavses. PFin-
ally, the Commissioner
SAYS —

You ask me for my opinion in regarl
to this Bill. T do not favour the introdue-
tion of legislation for the registration of
opticians.

The attitnde of the Government vegarding
the Bill is that, while we were not prepared
to introduee the legiglation, we were pre-
pared to facilitate its consideration by Par-
linment in order that Parlinment might be
given an epportunity to express its opinion
on the olijects it seeks to secure.

On motion by Hon. J. Duffell,
journed.

debate ad-

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS.
Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House odjourned at 6.15 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pem, anml read pravers.
QUESTION —MLOUR  STOCKS,
('BENSUS.
Mr., BROWXN usked the Premier: In view

of Parliament having to fix the price of wheat
fur loeal vonsamption carly in December, will
he ask the Prices Regulation Commission to
take a census on 27th November of the flour
stocks held by millers, bakers, and traders?

The PREMIER replied:
comes into foree on 1st Januvary, 1921, The
I'rices  Regnlation Commission have inti-
mated that they intend te take a eensus of
flenr stocks before that date.

The revised price

QUESTION—GOLD, PRODUCTION
AND PREMIUM.

Mr. DUFI® agked the Minister for Mines:
I regard to the gold production of Aus-
tralin and the operations of the Gold Pro-
ducers’ Association, 1, What proportion of
the gold produced in Australia is dealt with
hy the Gold Produncers’ Association? 2, Ts
any part thereof reserved bLy the F ederal
Govermment tfor Commonwealth purpoeses?
3, If so, what preminm, if any, over
£4 41, 4.4a3d. per fine onnce (Royal Mint
priee) is paid for the gold, and who gets that
premium? 4, Who gets the premium, or the
increasced value of all gold sent to the Royal
Mint by prospectors and mine owners whose
gold is not dealt with by the Gold Producers’
Asgoeiation? 5, What are the reasons which
cause gold to be dealt with differently from
other products, such as wheat, wool, etc,
which have a free markel, and for which the
world’s price can be obtained by the pro-
dueersf
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The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, The Gold Producers’ Associntion puts into
each term's pool ali the geld sent to it hy
its members, The proportion, therefore,
ftuctuates aecording to the amount sent to
the Gold Producers' Assoeiation by its mem-
bers as compared with the total production.
There is nothing to prevent the whole of the
current production being sold through the
producers’ association if all prodvcers be-
vome members, and send all their gold. At
the half-yearly meeting of the Gold Pro-
ducers' Association on 17th Mareh, 1920, it
was stated that approximately 90 per eent.
o7 the totnl gold ountput of Australia  had
been dealt with by the association during
the period of its existence. At the half-
yearly meeting on the 249th September, 1920,
the total amount of gold lodged to 30th June,
19:0, was £5,624,655 sovereigns, of which
£4,975,217 sovercigns had been sold at a net
average prive of 29s. Td. per sovercign, pgiv-
g a distribution of £1,365,506 among mem-
hers as o promiow, 2, No part of the gold
reccived by the producers’ association s
reserved  hy the Federal Government. 3,
Answered by No. 2. 4, The Government have
no information on this point, bhut unless ex-
ported thrangh the Geld Produwears’ Assecia.
tion, it is not known that any other body
has any rvight to export, and presumably the
pold is added to the gold reserves held within
Australin, 5, This is a matter of PFedoral
Government policy.

QUESTION—ELEGTRIC WIRI
POLES.

Horo W, C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for lorests: 1, Are not ronnd poles for the
carrying of eleetire wires of greater safety
to the public than sawn timber, on aecount
of puarantee of the gvain of the timber? 2,
If so, will he issue instructions to the For-
estry Department to allow the ecutting of
poles for use in the State?

The MINISTER TOR FORESTS: re-
ied: 1, Not if the poles are properly
seleeted.  The objection to sawn timber is

that the poles, if they are not eut out of
straight-renined trees, are linble to twist
slightly, and so bring wires out of align-
ment; but sawn timbher for tclegraph poles
has been in use by the PTostal and Telegraph
Department  for many years now, and has
given satisfaction. 2, The cutting of round
poles in the past has Deen attended by a
great deal of deseruction te immature timber,
which shounld have been aliowed to develop
into will logs. Owing to exfended operations
of sawmillers, and the small trained staff
organised at the Forests Department, it has
not been possible to initiate sylvicultural
methods for the thinning of the forests, and
in order to prevent the destruction of valu-
able immature timber, the cutting of poles
of a diameter and length which can be ob-
tained from sawn {imber has been pro-
hibited. With the training of the general

ficll staff of the Vorests Department, it is
hoped to inmitiate sylviewltural work in eer-
tain districts, enabling the departmont to
supply the necessury poles from thinnings.

QUESTION—WIHEAT AT NARROGIN.

Mr. JOHNSTOX asked the Premier: 1,
Are the Government aware that the
Nurrogin  flour mill has been forced to
cloge, owing to the action of the wheat
schene in exporting the wheat which is
tow at Narrogin? 2, Wil the Govern-
ment take immediate action to prevent the
further export of this wheat at Narrogin
which is now required for loeal gristing
and wse? 3, Will he prevent the removal
of this wheat at Narrogin from being com-
meneed to-morrow, pending further inquiries?
4, Is he aware that loeal stoeks of bran and
pellard are very low, and that unless they
are quickly replenished the operations of
those engaged in the dairying industry will
Le very adversely affected? 5, What steps
d0 the Government propose to take to keep
our flonr mills working? 6, What steps do
the Govermment propose to take to obtain
leeal supplies of offal!

The PREMIER replied: 1, 2, and 3, The
wheat is being withdrawn from the Narrogin
mill beeause the mill is unable to dispose of
the flour stocks on hand, of which there is
consislerably more than is required for local
consumption, pending reeeival of the new
scagon’s wheat., 4, Although bran and pol-
lard stocks are low, the operations of those
engaged in the dairying industry will not be
seriously afferted, beeause an adequate sup-
11y of oats at a cheaper rate ean be obtaineil.
3, The Government will continue to nrge the
Australian Wheat Board to scll our wheat
fer export in the form of flonr where pos--
sihle, and will sec that the mills are kept
gristing for thc maximnm loeal flour require-
ments. 6, See answers to 4 and 5.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, CONCESSIONS
TO YOUNG WORKERS.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Will he state why preferential
treatment is aceorded to indentured appren-
tices in the way of cheap railway travelling,
while the same concession is not granted to
unindlentured apprentices, such as shop as-
sistants, ete,, who receive less pay than the
average indentured apprentice, hot who ean-
not be indentured? 2, Will he reconsider the
question with & view of giving just and fair
treatment to all young workers?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The prefereutinl treatment
suggested by the hon. member does not exist.
Similar conditions of issue will apply to in-
dentored apprentices and junior workers who
ore not indentnred apprentices, and as pub-
Hshed in the ** West Australian'' of Thors-
day, the 11th instant.
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QUESTION—BUNBURY HARBOUR
IMPROVEMENTS,

My, MONEY asked the Minister for
Works: What progress, if any, hus been
made with the reclamation on the Bunbury
harbour protected shore to provide the neces-
sury site for wheat silo and coal bunkering
direct from shore to ship in deep water, in
accordance with the requirements of the port
and ag reyuested by all the South-West mem-
bers of Parliament !

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
luvestigations to determine the arca of the
deep water are not yet completed, and, until
this is doue, no scheme can be put forward
tor the consideration- of the Government.

BASIC WAGE, STATE TRADING
CONCERNS.
Ministerial kxplanation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.35]: L
ghould like to proffer an explanation. In
reterence to the question Ly the member for
Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen), replied to by me
last cvening, L find that the information upon
which 1 based my reply was net quite cor-
rect. The employees at the Vietorin Park
timber yards are members of the Metropolitan
Timber Workers’ Union, and are paid in
accordance with the agrecments and awards
which apply to the members of that union.
The reference to Mr. Justice Higgins® award,
therefore, had no application so far as these
employees are concerned.

BILL—FISHERLES AUCT AMEND-
MENT.
introduced by the Coloninl SBecretary and
read a first time.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOFPS,
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS,
AMENDMENT.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) f[440]: 1
move—

That the Standing Orders Committec be
requested to frame an amendment to the
Standing Orders relating to Supply in seeh
a way as to provide for motions for the
reduction of a vote without prejudice to
subsequent diseussion.

The oceasion which has given rise to this
motion will be quite fresh in the memory of
lhon. members. ‘The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) the other night moved to reduee
the Education-Vote by £20,000. The ruling of
the Chairman (Mr. Foley) was based on
Standing Order 386 which reads as fol-
lowg:——
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When a motion is made in Committee of
Supply to omit or reducc any item of a
Vote a question shall he proposed from the
Chair for omitting or redueitig such item
aceordingly; and members shall speak to
suclk qucstion only until it has been dis-
posed of.

The next authority the Chairman gave in re-
gard to that was that—

After questions have been proposed from
the Chair omitting or reducing any item
ne motion may be made or debate allowed
o any preceding item,

The roling of the Chairman was disagrevd
with, whereupon the Speaker came in and
adjudicated on the guestion. The report of
the Chairman was—

I ruled that no diseussion can be allowed
on any item after a question for the re-
duction of the total vote bas been decided
in the affirmative or the negative other
than by the reduction of the vote by a
lesser sum,

That decision was upheld by Mr. Speaker.
The member for Meore (Sir Heury Lefroy)
in speaking to the question remarked that
if the decision of the Speaker was based on
the Standing Orders all be could say was
that the Standing Orders did not scem to be
in  accordance with common senge, The
Speaker upheld the ruling of the Chairman,
whereupon a motion was moved to dissent
from the ruling of the Speaker.  Before
putting the question the Speaker said, ‘I
am entirely in the hands of the Honse. {
am here to interpret the rules and Standing
Orders as I find them. Perhapa if the mat-
ter were left in my hands T could make the
position more clear, so that members would
not look upen it as being without common-
sense.’’ In view of that statement from the
Speaker I decided to move this motion.
On pagoe 1478 of ‘‘Haunsard’’ it will be
found that, at a Iater date, on the Commit-
teg resuming consideration of the same vote,
the Chairman of Committces sail—

In accordance with the ruling givea by
Mr. Foley on Tuesday last, and endorsed
by the Speaker and the Iouse, I deeline
to propose this amendment to the Com-
mittes until the diseussion of items has
been completede. In doing so I am act-
ing exactly as I wounld if an hon. mem-
ber submitted a motion to reduce the last
item of the vote. I am also following
the precedent established in the first and
followed without qnestion in the second
scssion of the present Parlinment,

The Chairman then went on to quote deéi-
sions which had been given on a previous
ocension. It is a very simple motion, and one
which should be passed by the House. There
is somer ambiguity about the Standing Orders.
So far as 1 ean see the ruling given by the
Chairman of Committees on the last oeeasion
was based mainly on preeedent, which in
this case was only of very short standing.
In view of the eustom to adopt precedent
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for the settling of disputes as to the rulings
of the Chairman of Committees, I think it is
expedient that we showld earry the motion
[ have moved.

On motion by Attorney General, debate
adjourned.

MOTION—INDUSTRIES  ASSISTANCE
ROARD OPERATIONS, EXTENSION.
Mr. PTCKERTNG [3.46]: T

move—

That in the opinion of this House the
provisions of the Aect poverning the [n-
dustries Assistance Board he extended to
apply to all agricultural areas.

(Susgex)

1 vecently asked a goestion of the Premicer
with regard to  the Industries  Assistanee
Board. Tn his reply he stated that the opera-
tions of the beard did not appertain to the
South-Western portion of the State, Sinee then
[ have taken the opportunity of again perus-
ing the Aet, and [ find that in the interpre-
tation clanses *State’’ wmeans ‘“the State
of Western Australia.’” [ cannot see any-
thing in the Aet to prevent the hencfits ae-
cruing umler the Industries Assistance Board
from bieing oxtended to the South-Western
portion of the State. Jn Part 2 of the Aet,
advances to settlers, it is distinetly laid down
that the Colonial Treasurer may for the pur-
pose of affording assistunce to settlers, and
other persons affected by drought or other
adverse conditions, do certain things., Tt must
have heen in the minds of the framers of
this legislation that there were other condi-
tions than drought which were adverse to
the industries of the State.  Although
drought is not a common faetor in the por-
portion of the State concerned, there are many
adverse eonditions against which the settlers
have to contend, We frequently suffer from
depredations  consequent upon  floods  and
frost, from diseases such as pests which affeet
the potato-growing industry in the way of
ly, blight, and other things, and we also
suffer from discases in eonneetion with oar
froit-growing industry. Tn view of these
cireumstances a libera) interpretation of this
Act shonld be given to make it apply to the
South-Western portion of Western Austra-
lia,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Ts the hon, mem-
her discussing the Tndustries Assistanee Act
Continuance Bill?

Mr. PICKERING: The original Bill.

Mr. S8PEAKER: Tf thc hon, member id
discussing the Industries Asgistance Bill he
ia anticipating order of the day No. 16.

Mr. PICKERING: T am not disecussing
that Bill. [ simply desire to have the oper-
ations of the board extended to the portion
of the State that T represent. In the course
of my argument it is nceessary for me to ex-
plain to hon. members the manner in which
T interpret the law ag it stands to-day. I see
no other way in which I ean prove that this
does not apply to the South-West.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Would not the hon. mem-
ber be able to discuss that oo the Bill al-
ready on the Notice Paperf

Mr. PICKERING: I hardly think go. T
am anxious that the advantages which ae-
¢rue to scttlers under the hoard shounld be
extended in the way 1 have suggested. The
Aet in question goes on to say that the Min-
ister may from time to time grant to the
scttlers such assistance under the Aet as he
thinks fit. The settlement of the portion of
the Btate in whiech I am particularly inter-
ested has heen frequently affected by dire
distress, On behalf of the settlers in my
electorate | have made application on one or
two ocensions to the department administer-
ing the Aet, and have always been turned
dewn with the reply that it does not apply
to that portion of the State. T have a letter
heve pointing out that owing to the preseat
abnormal season it was difficult for the aset-
tler in question to make any headway, and
that he required assistanec te emable him to
develop his holding. .

The I'remier: The Aet is all right.

Mr. MCKERING: Tts provisions should
operate in the South-West,

The Premier: There is no need to alter
the Act to bring that about.

Mr. O'Loghlen:  The Aect gives power to
make advances, but the CGovernment ara is-
inclined to do so.

My, PICKERING: The South-Waest should
have the same bhenefits under the Act as are
aceorded to any other portion of the State.

Mr., Brown:  Or more sob

Mr. PICKERING: Equally so! The dif-
ficulties confronting settlers in the South-
West are greater than those encounlersd by
settlers in any other portion of the State. In
the first year of settlement the country on
which dense timher and serub are growing
is very sour. 1t settlers take up the dairy-
ing industry, they cannot make any head-
way until they have pastures for their cattle
to yraze upon and have put in erops. Great
lisaster' followed in the train of the experi-
ments made by the Premier when e was
Minister for Lands.

The Premier: What disastert

Mr. PICKERING: e instituted the
very laudable scheme of sending cows to
the South-West.

Mr, Troy: They all died.

Mr. PICKERING: They were excellent
enws, hut were bronght from the pastures of
Victorin, where the grass is very good,
and they were put down amongst settlera
who hud scarcely improved any of their hold-
ings. The cattle werc sent out to feed on
serub and very natvrally they died. These
animals would have been of congiderable
value to-day to settlers who had pastures on
which to graze them.

The Premier: Give me the name of one
settler affected in this way?

Mr, PICEERING: T can give the name
of one, namely, Mr, Rose.
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The Premicer:
two.

Mr. PICKERING: T have given the Pre-
micr the name of one settler,
Mr. O’Loghlen: There

Brown, Stowe and others.

Mr, PICKERING: The Premier is one of
the strongest adveentes of settlement in the
South-West, He knows the conditions apper-
taining to that part of the State, and he
knows that a settler there, in the early stages
of the development of his holding, must stand
in ueed of assistanee.

AMr. O'Loghlen: Why not get it from the
Agricaltural Bank?

Me, PICKERING: T do not care from
what souree the assistance comes. The only
means throwgh which assistanee ean he given
at present along the lines conceded by the
Industries Asgistance Act Is through the Tn-
ustries Assistance Board., TEf the Premier
will say that the operations of the Agrieul-
tural Bank will be so widened that daily
sustenanee will he given through the Indus-
trics Assistance Board to the scttlers, T am
prepared to accept his assurance to that ef-
feef.

Mr. Maley: That is alveady provided in
conncetion with the Agrieultural Bank.

Mr. PICKERING: That bank provides
assistance in eonncction with improvements.

Mr. Maley: Tt is the whole function of the
bank.

My, PICKERING: The Industries Assist-
ance Board provides maintenanee for the
settler while he is putting in his erop. Set-
tlers in this part ef the State have to open
up vast areas, We know the various require-
ments in conngetion with such opening up.
I hope in the interests of the State in gen-
eral, and that portion of it that T have the
honour to represent in particular, that the
Premier will extend the operations of the
Industries Assistance Board or se amend the
Agricoltoral Bank Act that the terms of
my motion may be acceded to.

Now give me the name of

are  Murdoch,

On  motion
Jonrned.

by the Premier, debate ad-

MOTION—LUNACY CHARGE.
To Inguire by Royal Commission.

Hon. P. COLLTER (Boulder) [4.56]: T
move—

That in the opinion of this House a
Royal Commission should be appointed to
inquire into and report upon the arrest,
on a charge of insanity, committal to, and
detention in the Hospital for Insane at
Claremont of Georgina and Thomas Mable.

The questton of the arrest of JMr. and Mrs.
Mable some four or five years ago, and their
subsequent detention in the Claremont Hos-
pital far the Tnsane, is fairly well known te
lwon. members. Tt has been the subject of
much correspondence and of a deal of investi-
gation. Mrs. Mable has becn released, but
Mable himgelf is still in the asylum. There
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has been much difference of opinion amongst
the doctors as to Mable’s real condition. It
has been the subject of eorvespondence and
of investigation by the oflicers of the de-
rartment and others concerned. Tt is gener-
ally agreed by the friends of Mable, and
the officcrs of the department who hold other
opinions, that the rase has now reached the
stage when the whole eirenmstances ought tn
be investigated by a Roval Commission, |
understand that the department say they
have wothing to fear by such an investiga-
tion, and that the Minister does not oppose
the appointment of a Royal Commission. In
the cireumstances, T do not propese to take
up the time of the House by going into the
merits of the case. T will content myself
with moving this motion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—DBeverley) [4.59]: The Govern-
ment have nothing to hide in thia matter and
[ have no ojection to the motion. The case
huas been looked into by me and others and
has received publicity before Mr, Justice
Burpside, while quite 2 numher of medieal
men have examined Mable. T have no objee-
tion to a Roval Commission being appointed
to investignte the case, more capecially if it
is thought that Mable is being wrongfully
detained in the institution. A Royal Com-
mission will at ail events be abie to wind up
the ‘matter as to whether Malide is sane or
not.

Question put and passed.

BILL—COAL MTINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.
Order discharged.
Order read for the sccond rveading of the
Bill
The PREMIFR (Hon. J. Mitchell—XNor-
tham) [5.1]: The member for Collie (Mr.
‘Wilson) has informed me that he does not
intend to go on with this Bill. I move—
That the order be discharged from the
Notice Paper.

Moation put and passed;
charged,

the order dis-

MOTION—WORKERS’ COMPENSATION
ACT, TO AMEND.

Debate resumed from 22nd September on
the following motion by Mr. Munsie—

That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should introdnee a Bill during
the present session of Parliament for the
purpose of amending the Workers’ Compen-
sation Act.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [5.3]: There is already on the Notice
Paper a Bill dealing with this subject, so
that I have ne objection to offer to the mo-
tion, though I fail to see that any good can
lie achieved by carrying it



[17 NovEMEBER, 1920.]

Mr. Munsie: Nor ean any harm result,
1t is just as well to have the motion carried.

Question gt and passed.

MOTION—WATER CONSERVATION,
AVON RIVER.

Debate reswmed from 29th Septeinber on
the following motion by Mr. Griffiths—

That in view of the influx of Iarge
numbers of immigrants in the near future,
and  their part absorption on closer set-
tlement lineg—tlie time has arrived when
a thorough investigation should be made
of the Avon Valley and Avon River, to
determine  whether the fine fruit-growing
lands along this valley ean be utilised for
intensive culture.?’

The PREMIER (Hon, J, Mitchell—Nor-
tham) [3.4]: There is no objection to carvy-
ing this motion, which merely asks for in-
quiry. From time to time the waters of the
river Avon have becn tested for irrigation
purposes.

Mr, Troy:
not?

The PREMIER: Spmewhat. [lowever, we
often find, on investigation, fhat what we
believe to be impossible, i3 in fact possible.
We are irrigating from vivers throughout
this State, including my own distriet, where
a few years ago it was thought impossible
1o ireigate, and grow froit. The Avon
river extends for many miles beyond Nor-
tham—te Newcastle, York, and well beyond
Beverley. I do not know what the result of
the proposed investigations may he, and T
offer no ohjection to the motion.

They are brackish, are they

Question put and passed.

MOTION—PRICE FIXING, AUSTRA-
LIAN COMMODITIES.
Order read for the resumption of the de-
bate from the 29th September, on the fol-
iowing motion by Mr. Mullany:—

That in the opinion of thiz MWHouse the
practice of making world’s parity a basis
for fixing prices of commoditics produced
and consnmed in Australia is  unsound,
and that cost of produetion and forward-
ing to market should he the factors con-
aidered in fixing sueh prices.

Guestion put and passed on the voiees.

Me, Johnston: Divide!
Mr, Thomsgon: The member for Greenough
{3, Maley) was on his feet to speak.
Mr, SPEAKER: The question has
derided.

Alr, Johnston: Oun a point of order, a mem-
her here ealled out ““No'' with me.

Mr. Maley: There was more than
[} No.?'

Mr. SPEAKER: [ put the question, and
gave ample time, and it was carried on the
voices. There was only one ‘‘No.”’

been
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Mr. Johnston: There were a number of
¢‘Noes. '’

My. SPEAKER: Order!

MOTION~—TRAFFIC ACT, FINES.

Rebate resumed from the 29th September
on the following motion by Mr. Griffiths—
That in the opinion of this House the
fines inflicted for infringements of ‘*The
Traflic Act, 1919,'” which are being paid
into Consolidated Revenue, should be paid
to the Loceal Authority initiating the pro-
ceedings, in the same manner as was done
under ‘“The Municipal Corporations Aet,
1906, and ““The Cart and Carvinge Licen-
sing Aet, 18376.""

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. P,
Draper—West Perth) [5.8]:  This motion
would really have no foree if it were car-
ried. The alloeation of fines is fixed by the
Traflie Aet, and the proper procedure for
any member who desires to have the alioea-
tion made in a different way is to move to
amend the Traffic Act,

Hon. T.. Walker: s not this metion a sug-
wostion that the Aet should be amended?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: TEvery-
thing is already covered by the Traffie Act.

Hon. P. Collier: Does not the motion ask
you to do something that the et does not
permit you to do?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. The

only way of achieving what the motion de-

gires, is to amend the Trafllic Aect,
Under the old Interpretation Aet off
1898 fines were made payable to bodies

which were mentioned ' in’ that measure,
and the result was hopeless eonfusion, Tn
some cases the fines went to one body, and in
others to another body, and again in others
to the Government; and thus the Government
were compelled to keep a number of small
accounts, cansing cadless book-keeping and
not piving satisfaction to anybody. Later,
the Government got the fines except in cases
where municipalitics and road beards prose-
cuted in easea arising within their distriets,
hecause the fines were generally imposed in
councetion with matters under theicr control

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And the pelice did
the work,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. Later
the Traffic Aet was passed, and the control
under that Act is vested in the Government,
the toeal authorities getting the license fees,
though in the metropolitan area those fees
are apportioned. Now the mover complaing
on the score that local authorities in the
rountry distriets do not also get the fines,
The Jocal awnthorities say, ** Where we prose.
cute, we ought to get the fings.’’ But the
work ig really done Ly the police. In uine
vases out of ten the police prosecute, There iy
really no hardship, because the municipalities
and road boards get the license fees, and if
thex are suecessful in their proseeuntion they
also get costs,
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Myr. Griffiths; And if they are unsuccess-
ful?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then they
do not get costs, and do not deserve to get
them. If persong ean go into litigation with
a certainty of not having to pay costs if
they lose, the result is to give deliberate en-
couragement to litigation, which is not desir--
able. In this comnection there may perhaps
he a partieular case where the loeal aw-
thority has to pay costs, but geunerally prosc-
cutions of this nature are undertaken by the
police, and there are no costs involved tu
the loeal authorities.

My, Munsie: What about prosecutions by
inspectors? The pglice never undertake =2
prosccution in Kalgoorlie or Boulder on be-
half of the Walgoorlie Road Board.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [n that
ense the. inspector would get his costs if
suceesstul.
he gets his salaries and expenses,

Mr Munsic: Bnt how are the board to get
his salary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ‘Through
the license fees, However, the proper course
for the mover fo adopt would-be to give
notice of motion for leave to bring in a Bill
to amend the Traffic Act,

Mr. GRIFFITHS—York—in reply) [5.13]:
As regards proscentions instituted by loeal
authorities. the practice in the particunlar
town on behalf of which T wag asked to
move this motion is for the police to give
information to the traffic superintendent,
who does all the necessary work, When the
case comes before the court, it may be lost
through some small technicality, througl one
of those hundred-odd things that may erop
up; and the Attorney General says that thon
the loeal authority deserve to lose their costs.
That is absurd. Lawyers arc very quick to
discover some slight irregularity which may
defeat a good and right case,

The Minister for Works: T suppose yon
know that the local authorities have not had
a penny of the fines sinec 1909¢

Mr., GRIFFITHS: The local authorities
are hard put to it to find revenue., Here is
what my eorrespondent says—

With regarml to Mr. Angwin’s statement
that in nine enses ont of ften the evidence
supporting the proseeution was furnished
by the police and no one connected with
the local aunthority has even ottended the
vourt, [ beg to state that this is not the
case so far as this municipality iz con-
cernetd. Tt a breach is reported by the
poliee, the complaint summons, witnesses’
stummonses, ete., are drawn up by me as
traftie inspector; and T counduct the whole
cade.  Where the police are witnesses, they
are called and paid witness fees. These
witness fees are paid into revenue, hnd
arc insisted upon by the Crown Law De-
partinent in its ingtruetions to clerks of
court. We eontend that this payment re-
compenses the police, who in any ease will
he calied upon to attend the court in their

Even if he doces not get his eosts, -
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ordinary capacity. The point raised by the
Crown Law Department, that the local au-
thority should pay for the maintenance of
an offender committed to goal, is of course
ridiculows; but in any case it is a very
rare oceurrence for an offender of this
vlass to be committed to gaol, and I wounld
like ‘to point out that the usual order,

and one [ am always prepared to
apply for, is that the defendant be
fined, in defavlt distress, and in de-
fault of  (istress imprisonment, so

that an offender is only eommitted to
prison if he has no means whatever. It
must not be forgotten that all these argu-
ments appliel cqually under the muniei-
pal by-laws and  Aets superseded by the
Traffic Act; but during all the years the
fines for precisely the smme offences have
been paid to loend anthoritics, nothing has
been heard of these arguments. 1 troat
the Minister will take a more reasonable
view of the pesition as a result of your
efforts, and I should he glad to be advised
in due course.

Nothing had been heard of these arguments
prior to this. [ trust that the Minister will
take notice of these remarks by the To' n
Clerk of York, I heard nothing from (i
Minister dealing with the point | have raisel,
ad T guggest that the eourse | have out-

lined shonld he followed. *
. The Minister For Mines: How will it help
youf

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 will have the faet

behind me that 1 have moved in this direc-
tion and T will have had a motion carried to
strengthen my hand for futnre action.

Qucstion put and a division taken with
the following reswlt: —
Ayes .. . .. 19
Noes .. . .17
Majority for .. . 2
AYEB,

Mr. Angelo j Mr. Plckering

Mr. Grifiiths i Mr. Pilesse

Mr. Harrlson Mr, Pllkington

Mr. Hickmoit ! Mr. Robinson

Mr. Hudson Mr., Rocke

Mr. Johnston Mr. Thomson

Mr. Jones Mr. Troy

Mr. Lutey Mr. Willcock

Mr. Moley Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Meney (Telier.)

NoEes.

Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany

Mr. Brown Mr. Munsle

Mr. Chesson Mr. O’Loghlen

Mr. Colller Mr. Scaddan

Mr. Davles * Mr., Veryard

Mr. Draper Mr, Walker

Mr, Duft Mr. Wilson

Mr. George Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Mltchell (Teller.)

Question thuns | assed.
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MOTION—SHEARERS’ ACCOMMODA-
ACT, TO AMEND.,

Debate resumed from 29th September on
the following wotion by Mr. Green:—

That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable to amend the Shearers' Accom-
modation Act, 1912,

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) |5.22]: The
motion which has been moved by the member
for Kalgoorlie, is very timely. The people
t2 protect whom the ‘Aet is framed are dis-
satigfied with the adminigtration of the
measure,  The AW.U, which is the wunion
controlling the pastoral jndustry so far as
labour is ¢oncernedl, has frequently been rte-
quested by its members to make tepresenta-
Hons to the Govermment with g view to having
the Ac¢t amended. The member for Kal-
goorlic gave some reasons why the Aet was
not satisfactory to the people working under
it. The principal objection to the Aet as it
standa is on aceount of the procedwre for
seeoring  improvements at the various sta-
tions. Now that the administration of the
Act iz under the police, the position is
slightly wore satisfactory, beeause formerly
the few inspectors appointed under the Aet
were not able to earry out the work neces-
sary under that legislation. There has been
considerable improvement. During the first
8ix or seven years the Act was in existence
there were, T think, only 42 inspections, or
an average of about six per year. Seeing
that there ure about 300 stations in the
North-West, members will realise that, in
fact, the Aet was hardly administered at all.
f asked a question about 18 wonths ago re-
garding the administration of the Aect and
found that, althongh it had been in exist-
enee for five or six years, no prosecutions
under it had been lavnched. T believe that
the reason for that arose out of the procedure
under which the inspectors had to take ae-
tion, As it stands at present, an inspector
has to inspect the premises; then he has to
give notice regarding improvements he
deems necessary. Twelve months afterwards
he has to re-inspect the place and <lecide
whether the improvements have been carried
out. Tf they nre not carried out to his satis-
faction, he can take action before two jus-
tices of the peace at the loeal court. Even
then the justices may vary .the order made
by the inspeetor. Perhaps it is quite natural
that in & conntry controlled by squatters the
majority of those who are justices of the
peace are themselves squatters, and natur-
ally ave hiassed in favour of the pastoralists,
T de not mean to suggest quite that they are
wholly biassed, hut obviously they must he
hiassold-- —

Hon. P. Collicr:  TUnconseiously.

My, WILLCOUIK: That was what T
wanted to suggest. Unconsciously, they would
he favourable to the point of view of their
awn class. When a request is made by an
inspector that the ordinary common or garden
suatter should Jo something that he desires,
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they would bave iittle difficuity in convincing
auch a bench that the order was harsh and
the order would probably be varied. It might
perhaps be varied to such an extent that
the effect would be useless for the purposes
which the inspector had in view. Probably
for that very reason no prosccutions have
taken place under the Aet. The procedure
under the Shearers’ Accommodation Act is
totally ifferent from that under the ma-
jority of other Aects. Under the Health Act
it is only necessary for an imspeetor to
make an order and it has to be complied
with., The same thing applies under the Face-
tories Act, and the onus is on the people upon
whom the order is made, to prove that they
should not earry it out. 1In this particular
instance, the procedure is yuite different,
and two people, drawn mestly from those
who contrel the sheds, are asked to say
whether or not the order of the inspector
shovld he carried out. With such a procedure,
it i3 hardly to be expceted that the objects
of the Aet can be achieved. Having regard
to the condition of the sheds throughout the
Worth-West, it has to be admitted that the
majority of synatters and pastoralists are
quite in aceord with the provisions of the
Act and endeavonr to carry them out. There
are, however, some less serupulous people wlo
do not try to carry out the provisions at all.
It is for the purpose of making these un-
serupulous  people fall into line that an
amendment of this measure is essential. Ac-
tion cannot be taken umder the Act as at
present framed, and J think it wounld be a
good idea if union officials were appointed
as inspectors to bring under the notice of
those responsible for the adwinistration of
the Act, instances where its provisions were
not being carvied out. The chicf inspector,
I helieve, has framed a number of guestions
which he has asked the potice in the various
districts to reply to after inspections of the
sheds have been made, and on the resuits he
deeides  whether  orders  should Y made
against individuals in control of the shearing
sheds throughout the pastoral areas. Such
work could only be done by the police under
existing conditions, but the representatives
ol the union vould ussist in the work in order
to give cffect to the provisions of the Act.

Mr. Thomson: Cannot they do that now?

Mr. WILLCOCOK: They cau do so, of
conzse, but no notice would be taken of them.
The union offivials vonld do a lot of things
and complain abont many defeels, but unless
there wns some authority behind them, it
wouldl he futile. | should like to sec the
right given to the union offictals uuder the
Aet, to cnable them to inspect sheds and
assist gencrally  fhe inspectors who are ap-
pointed nnder the Act, and the polies, to see
that its provisions are carried out.

Mr. latey: They waunld bhe check
spreetors.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That would practically
he the position. | want them te be able to
lny complaints, and the chief inspector nnder
the MAct coulil then seeure information re-

n-
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garding the complaints, and if they were
tounded on faet, then the necessary action
could be taken by those actually responsible
for the administration of the Act. At the
present time a shearing shed can only be
dealt with when cight men are employed.
Ouly then ¢an a shed where shearing opera-
tions are being carried out be classified as
i shearing shed. That is at variance with
the provisions ot the Factories Act. At the
present time if two perdons are working in
a business, that coustitutes a fuctory, Any
place where shearing is carried on should be
clagsed as a shearing shed, and thus enable
inspections to be made, and if the conditions
obtaining in that shed were not in accordance
with the provisions of the Act, the Act
stould be amended so as to enable an order
to be made on the persons controlliny that
shed. Another defect in the Aet is that the
inspector may inspect only premises where
shearing operations are in progress. When
we realise that there may be 50 or G0 sheds
where shearing is in progress simultancously,
we must realise the impossibility of getting
adequate inspection, It should be possible
to make the jngpection without requiring that
the men should be working at the time the
inspection is mwade. The inspection could be
nuule at any time, awd if the shed did not
comply with the provisions of the Act, it
should be possible to serve an order on the
owney and ingist upon the nevessary accom-
modation being provided before the shed was
ngain occupied by the men. The member for
Kalgoorlie, i introducing the motion, indi-
catedd that he desired an Aet somewhat on
the lines of the Queensland statute, which is
known as ‘‘Workers’ Accommeodation Act.’’
The Queensland Act applies to  buildings,
structures, works, and premises used for or
i connection with censtruction works, meat
works, pastoral purposes, sawmills, shearing
sheds, sagar plantations, sugar works, and
such works as the Governor in Couneil may
from time Lo time by Order in Couneil de-
clare. Tn comncetion with railway constroe-
tion works, the onna ghould be on the people
censtructing the works to provide aecommo-
dation for the men emploved. When a man
takes work on railway eonstruction he has
to earry not only his food and elothing but
practically a house with him. The time has
arrived when the people engaged in an in-
dustry, and without whom the industry conld
not be earried on, should reeceive protection
under legislation making it obligatory on the
rart of employers to provide adequate ac-
commodation. We nll know what happens in
eontection with new mining discoveries. A
mine is disvovered in a new district and 40,
50, or perhaps 100 men are employed.  No
effort is made by the mine owners to pro-
vide aeeommordation for the wmen werking
for them, Mining ecannot be earried on
without the operations of labour and some
effort should he made to provide suitable
accommoilation for that labour, T bhave
seen gome  of the early wining eamps
and some of the outhaeck mining camps, ant
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the same thing applies to them as applies to
the railway construetion works. Every man
has te carey with him his house as well as
his food and elothing, The times when
these hardships were necessary should he
past.  When industries of this deseription
are being e¢arried on, we should insgist 1hat
the owners should provide tents or ofther
sanitable accommeodation for the wen cm-
ployed. In a great majority of cases no at-
tempt is made to provide even decent sani-
tary arrangements.

Ay, Hickmott: Do you mean to say that
a station owner provides no acecommodation !

Mr, WILTLCOCK: There are 500 or 600
stations in  the North-West which come
under the operations of the Aet. Perhaps
90 per cent, of those station owners cudea-
vour to comply with the Aet. Tn every in-
dustry we find a few unserupulous persons.

Mr, Thomson: Cannot the shearera compet
the provision of aceommaodation wnder the
cxisting Aet?

My, Jones: Only by going on strike. You
woull not advocate that, of conrse!

Mr. Thomson: They do uot hesitate to
make their demands.

Mr. WILLCOOK: After n man bas pa‘l
£20 of his own good money to pget to th.
north, it means that he must pay aneth..
£20 to get bLack south if he is not satisfiel
with the accommodation provided. A man
loges five or six weeks' work and also £40
or £350. I3 it suggested that he should walk
off the job? The owner of pastoral property
shouldl realise his respousibilities under the
Act and provision should be made to enforee
their fulfilment where necessary. Probably
a0 per cent. of the station ownera comply
with the Act, but we want the law made
maore cffective, so that the remaining 10 per
cent, shall not be able to dodge their respon-
sibilities. 1 have reports regarding the con-
ditions on n numher of stations. The mem-
her for Roechourne (Mr. Teesdale) spoke
anbhout the Boolnloe station. The report
states—

The slecping goarters and dining roowm
and «ook house are all under one roof,
just the usual 8ft. partitions separating
the compartments. ‘The sleeping com-
partment is all one room for 16 men,
which is very objectionabie. T might say
here that only four men slept in the sleep-
ing room; the others found sleeping aecom-
modation clsewhere.

Yet the Act stipulates that decent accom-
modation shall be provided. Tf deeent ac-
ecommodation were provided, those men
wonld have made use of it.

Mr. Jones: The hLoss does not sleep out-
side,
Mr. WILLCOOK: OFf rourse not. Another
report states—
Aceommodation here very unsatisfae-

tory., The shed is composed of bushes and
iron over the hoard, and all the dust from
the sheep wvards econtinnally -came in on
the board in clouds, We slept in tents
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untder o roof of Lushes, no Mooring and

built on a pateh of sand, conscquently

when the wind blew your bedelothes and
clothing were literally coverml with it

The dining roomn was bushes and an iron

root and all the food would be covered

with sand aod dirt. 1 was disgraceful

and not fit for men. .

Mr. Teemlale: Which shed is that!

Mr. WILLCOGK: Warrawagine. I have
a lot of these reports and T 4o nol wish to
piels aut special instances, ! werely wish to
quote some which are typical of at least 10
per eent, of the sheds in the Norih-West,
The Act is desighed to protect the men en-
gaged in the industry and pewer should be
given fo ennble all orders to he enforeed.
The member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
suggrested that if men were not satisfied with

the acveommodation, they econld leave the
shed,
Mr, Thomsen: T did not say that, 1 said

they conld campel the awners to comply with
the Aet.

My, WILLCOCK: Tf the hon. member
ean show me how this can be done, I shall
he glad to forward the information to those
concerncil,  ‘Phere are many sheds that do
not comply with the conditions,

Alr. Themson: The owners conld he prosa
cuted,

Mr, WILLCOOR: The Aet has been in
existence for seven years and not a gingle
progecution hag taken place, notwithstand-

ing that eomplaints have been received
thronghont  that  peried. Another report
stated—-

Mt Forenee, 10,000 sheep, siccommeoda-
tion bad. Dining room and kitehen fair,
no floar. Trouble oceurred heve over con-
tractor and manager vefusing to put suit
able food in kitehen, whieh ended up with
all hands leaving.

My, Teesdale: The men theve wanted to-
miatoes.

Mr. WILLCOCK: | suppose the Dboss has
tomatoes when he can get them.

Mz, Teesdale: The boss has & motor ecar,

Mr. WILLCOCTK: There is no reason why
those engnged in the industry shonld not he
taken out in the motor car.

AMr, Teesilale: That will be one of their
demands next year.

Mr, WILLOOCK: S8ome of the men with
packs of 80 or 901bs. weight on their hacks
push their bilies over 100 miles of sand to
get to the sherds,

Hon, P, Collier: They only cut the wool

off,
Mr. Jdones: Birds of passage!
Ar, WILLCOCK: There nre great Tows

if they (o not ent the wool off.  Another re-
port reads—

Towera station has no hnt accommoda-
tion, tents being provided, which are un-
satigfactory. The mattresses now pro-
villed are made of old wool bales stuffed
with spinifex.

T do not think that the boss sleeps on old
wool hales, stuffed with spinifex.
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Hon. P. Collier: Hard beds are bhealthy,
you know,

Mr, WILLCOCK: The report continues—

Bath accommodation very poor, only onc
shower for the mob,

Hon, P. Collier: Very lucky to have a
showoer. Why should shearers waut a shower?
These workers arc getting altogether too
flash,

Mr. WILLOOCK: The Act provides that
they shall be a' little flash,

Hon, $. Collier: Remember the good old
days.

The Alinister for Mines: It seems to me
that the Aet only needs to be administered.

Mr. WILLCOCIK: The Act cannot be ad-
ministered.  An inspection has to bhe made
while the work is being done, and if an order
is made, it is necessary to go back 12 months
afterwards to sec whether it is being com-
plied with.

Mr. Thomson: Seetion 10 of the Act says
that an ingpector shall, onee in every 12
months, aml every inspector may, whenever
hie thinks fit, ingpect all buildings used for
the accommndation of shearers situate within
his digtriet. '

Mr. WILLCOUK: In another part of the
Aet it is taid down that a shearing shed is
only such within the menning of the Act
when eight men are actually working theve.
The employer could argue that aa no onc
was working there at the tine, it was not a
shed, amd the inspector would be powerless to
make an arder. Then, if a prosecution did
resuelt, the owner would be taken hefore two
men of the same class, whe of course would
he uncouscionaly biassed in his favour. The
inspeetor ghontd liave power not only to make
an order but to eunferce it. Then the Act
conld he administered more satisfactorily to
the men concerned than has heen the case in
the past. T ean quite understand my friends
upposite not heing enamoeured of this pro-
posal becaunse the member for Kalgoorlie said
that he would have agricultural holdings
brought under the Aect. This may account
for the epposition from that quarter.

The Minister for AMines: Why did not he
hring down a Bill?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The hon. member eould
have done so hut the Government are in
charge of the administration of affaira and
when we make known to the Government the
prevalence of certain disabilities, it is the
dety of the Government to introduce a Bill
to correet those disabilities, The accommo-
dation provided in the agrienltural industry
ia simply shocking. The Premicr comes out
with a bold immigration policy and aska
Lord Jellicoe to send us a million people——

Mr., Thomson: There is plenty of room
for them.

Mr. WILLCOCOK : And it woull he impos-
sible to properly place one-thousandth part
of that number. 1t would be diflicnlt to Sind
suitahle accommodation on most of the farma
in the country for a man and hie wife,

Mr. Thomson: Many of the farmers lhave
not decent accommodation for themselves,
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Mr. WILLCOCK: Three months ago 1
heard of & man suffering from fever. His bed
was a hag thrown on a heap of manure in a
stable, but that, of course, is not typical of
the industry. T admit that the owner of the
average farm has not reasonable accommo-
dation for himself,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Yet you say that
farm laliourers here are better off than those
in the Old Country.

Mr, Thomson: Did you say that a farmer
provided & manure heap for a man to sleep
on! ’

Mr. Marrison: What size wag the farm?

Mr. Thomson: 1 would sooner sleep under
a tree than on a manure heap.

Mr, WILLCOUK: T can say that that was
what oecurred and [ ean tell the member for
Greoenough who the man was.

The Minister tor Works:
was typical.

Mr, WILLCOCK: T said that the accom-
madation provided for agricultural lahourers
was in some instances in outhouses. At the
smne time, T recognise that in many instances
farmers have not decent accommodation for
themselves.

Me. Harrison: Why not?

You said that

Mr. WILLCOCK: Becanse they canunot
nfford it.
Mr, Harrison: Because the indunatry is in

a had state.

Mr., WILLCOCK: It was in a had state,
but that is not the position now. I hope
that the agricultural industry will prosper to
such an extent in the next 10 years that
those who are engaged in it now will have
made sufficient to enable them to provide
deeent  accommodation, not only for them-
selven, but for all those whom they cmploy.
The accommedation is good in some of the
mithack areas, hut the Aet is not being
administered  properly, and it should be
amended in the dircction suggested. Power
shonld he given to sec that when an order
vas made it was enforeed. I have already
said that a majority of the pastoralists cn-
deavour to earry ount the provisions of the
Aet but T want those whe do not do so to
be compelled to observe the law, and failing
that to he prosecuted.

My, TEESDALE  (Rochourne) [3.50]:
The mover of the motion wihs uufortunate in
the title that he selected for it. THe speaks
about the Shearvers™ Accommaodation  Act,
and  amending  legislation,  What we have
heaml has not applied to the aceommaidation
provided for shearers at all, and the remarks
of the hon. member who has just sat down
have been entirely on the subject of the ae-
commodation  provided for  agricultural
labourers.  He admits that there have heen
very fow  proseentions.

My, Willeark:  There have heen only 42
inspertions in seven years,

My, TEESDALE: Theire lias not heen a
single prosccution in my distriet. IEou. mem-
bers should confine themselves to subjeets
they kunow something ahout. Some members
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know as much about shearing sheds as logs
of wood. We have had appeals from mem-
bers who have no shearing sheds in their
electorates, and we have had impassioned
orations from other members who have
passed shearing sheds while travelling in the
train, and though they have never been in or
near certain ghearing sheds in their lives,
they have talked about what is done in those
sheds merely hecauee of what they have
heard from disgrontled individuals who have
declared that they would get home on seme-
body by writing a letter to the member for
the district. The very fact that there have
been so few prosecutions shows that there is
ne justification for the gricvances,

Hon, P. Collier: Tt shows that the
has not been administered, -

AMr, TEESDALE: These people are no-
tovions throughout Australin for  working
up grievances on the smallest possible pre-
tence. T have kuown some of them complain
because they have not had vermieelfi in their
soup. The truth is that if we asked some
of those people what vermicelli was they
would tell us that it was some new kind of
tinned fish. T know of onc place where the
men  actually demanded tomatoes, because
the Chinaman employed on the station
brought the first tomato of the season to show
to the bhass, and to prove that the tomato
plants were going to hear that year. Some
of these gentlemen on seeing the tomato
dashed out of the shearing shed and im-
mediately formed a deputation and demanded
that tomatoes shoul be supplied to them with
their meals. 1 was there at the time and 1
went to the shed to sece what kind of veget-
ables thege men were receiving and T ean
assure the House that they had potatoes,
onions, cahbages, and cauliflowers to an ex-
teut to which perhaps it would not be pos-
sible to get at the Savoy Hotel. OF course
we know that the wember for Fremantle
{Mr, Jones) is uged to artichokes.

Act

Mr. Tones: | do not know what they are.
Mr. TEESDALFE: Some hon, members

who know so mueh ahout the North-West.
have never been there. The member for Fre-
mantle T suppose acquired a good deal of the
knowledge he hus of the North-West after
having been there for nearly 10 minutes.
He did not find the conditiovng congenial and,
therefore, hurried back again. He finds it
now much more congenial to confine himself
to Murray-strect than to knock ahout the
shearing sheds, because sometimes one has to
take his part 1o those sheds, and in such
conditions it is not pleasant to be there, 1
would support the memhber for Gernldton if
I thought that the Aet was being evadted,
hut [ say witheut fear of contradiction that
90 per eent. of the squatters in my distriet—
and T speak with an intimate acquaintance
of the shearing shods there—closely nhserve
the law,

AMr. Willcock: 1 said the same thing.

Mr. TEESDALE:  And if it ean be said
that 80 peor cent, of the employers are obey-
ing the law, surely that is a satiafactory
average.
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Mr. Munsie: Why not compel the other
It per cent. to observe it as well?

Mr. TEESDALE: L know Boorooloo and
T ean assure how. members that the accom-
wodation there is equal in comfort to that
which is provided at the hoss’s houvge. Do
the men want any mere than that!  The
houses of the boss and the men are made
of the same corrogated iron, Lot 1 helieve
the boss’s honse is kalsomined inside while
the other is not. Of vourse if it was thought
that the absence of kalsomine in the men's
house aftected their appetites, the "hoss would
order it to be done bevavse he is a very fine
fellow.  These pettifogging, pin-pricking
prievanges cause a leal of trouble, and may
ke responsible for these who have attempted
to do so much for the men to allow things to
drift back agnin. ‘That is only natural when
the cfforts one puts forward are not appre-
viated,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: 1 do not think that.

Mr, TEESDALE: I do.

Hon, W. ¢, Angwin: The law is put inte
foree against those who will not observe it,
not against those who earry it ont,

Mr, TEESDALL: There may bhe a few
small sheds, the owners of whieh are in
straitened eircumstances, where it ix nob
possible to carry out expensive alterations
demanded by the Shearers’ Aceommodation
Act. T know of a eage where an expensive
sleeping shed, equal to any sleeping aceom-
modation that can be found in Perth to-day,
was specially provided for the men, and the
firat timd the men went into it, they de-
manded that the costly louvres, which had
been put in that shed, should be removed.
The owner of that shed is not likely to make
a similar mistake again, With regard to

Mt. Florenee, it shows how hard up hon,
mentbers are for eXenses when they ad-
mitted that seven items were fair We

vould expeet them to admit that they were
good until they eame to the toeker. T have
tuekered at Mt Florence scores of times.

Hon. P. Collier: But you have been a dis-
tinguished visitor.

Mr. TEESDALE: | have distinguished nmy-
self in the kitchen, and T can asanre the hon.
tmember that the station supplies really good
foad, as good food as can be got at any
plave in Perth, Of eourse one might get
a greater variety in Perth, but it would be
difficult to get hetter beet, better bread, ov
better plum dnfl, By heaveus, if the men
there got plenty of bheef, bread, and plom
duff, 1 do not know what more they would
want, The menber for Fremautle ehuckles.
T hope he will always boe able to get plenty
of first class heef, bread, and plum duff. Tt
i= noerime to bring cases of this deseription
before Paclinment, and it is a disgrace to
discuss the North-West in such a way when
there is uo justification for doing so. \We
are pandering fo n few, and T speak ad-
vicedly when T sav that very few penunine
shearers have put forward such rotten com-
plaints as those we have heard from  the
wember for Geraldton,
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Mr. JONES (Fremantle) [5.58]: I am
sorry the member for Roebourne (Mr. Tees-
dale) has takem up the attitude he has
adopted with regard to the motion, because
[ helieve it i3 in the best interests of the
squatting community that because there are
some who are not earrying ont the provisions
of the Aect, the law should be so strengthened
that their hands would be foreed. It is
surely an advantage to honest men that
wrong-doers should be brought to book, and
ho eompelled to cense their wrong-doing. In-
cidentally it would be an advantage to the 90
per cent, of the squatters to know that thosa
who were taking advantage of the better con-
ditions ereated were compelled to fall into
line and provide decent accommodation, The
nember for Roebourne (My, Teesdale) must
agree that men ean work better and produce
more in decent conditions than under the
conditions mentioned Ly the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Wifleock), Take some of
the model eities erceted by Messrs, Cadbury,
hy Lever Bros, and by Henry Ford. Those
cmployers realise the advantage of providing
deeent eonditions for the men in their em-
ploy. During the influenza scare in the East
the model eity of Daceyville, near Syduey,
had a lower death rate than any other of
the Eastern cities,  Whilst we cannot hope
for modern cities in ‘the bnsh, at least those
cwployers who are honestly trying to carry
out the Act should be compelled to fall into
line with the majority who are doing so.
The Act requires amendment 1o several ways;
chiefly in Section 13, which allows a sgqratter
to defer the making of improvements for
three yvears. Heeing that certain squatters are
trying to evade the provision of degent ae-
commodation, I shonld like to sce the Act s0
tightened up that those squatters will be
compelled to provide proper aceommodation
in the shortest possible time.

Mr. Thomson: Where does the Act say
three vears? )

Mr. JONES: Take Section 12, The in-
spector makes an inspeetion and Qeclares that
certain alterations must be effeeted. The
syuwiatter serateles bis head and goes off and
leavea it at that.

My, Thomson: Does it say three years?

Mr., JONES: T take it for granted the
hon. wember will bring a little intelligence
to bear. .

Mr, Thomson: T am sorry if I have not
any.

My, JONES: Under Sections 10 and 11
the inspector inspects the building, Under
Seetion 12 he notifies the owner.

Alr, Thomson: Within the time mentioned
in the notiec.

Mr, JONES: The hon. member must un-
derstand that we are not dealing with Pexth
or with Katanning, but with the wvast
spaees of the North, where it is fortunate
if the inspector ean get out onee every 12
months.

My. Thomson: You distinetly said the Aet
provided for three yenrs.

Mr. JONES: The hon, member must allow
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me a little latitude in explaining the point.
Over three shearing seasons will be taken
up before the squatter can be compulsorily
foreed to introduce alterations. The first
year he is warned, the sccond year ho is
summoned, and the third year be has it done.

The Minister for Works: That is enly two
years, after all

Mr, JONES:

No, the frst year he is

warned, and the sceoml year he is sam-
nroned.
The Minister for Works: Aud the next

year he earries out the improvements—two
years,

Mr, JONES: Well, say it takes 18 months
to get it done. Tt does not affect the
argument,  The faet that so mneh time
is required is proof that the Aet is obsolete.
But that is, if the Act were being adminis-
tered.  After cight years of the operations
of the Act we have to admit that no prose-
cution hag ever been instituted.

My, Thomson: [t is proof that the Act
has been earried out,

Mr, Jomes: Quite the opposgite, and the
lton. member knows it,

My, Thomson: | know differently.

Mr, JOXNES: The hon. member helongs to
the class referred to by the member for Roe-
hourne as having a look at a sheep station
from «a  rvailwy carringe, V| am not
posing as an authority. [ am werely point-
ing out the defeets in the Act. I do net
wigh to cnlarge upon the list submitted by
the member for Gerealdton, but after the
gtatement made by the membwer for Roe-
bourne that se few stations are not comply-
ing with the Aet, I should like to enumerate
one or two in his own digtrict. Mundabu!-
langana is not in the hon. member’s dis-
triet. Still, they cannet plead poverty, be-
cause last year they shore  $00600  sheep,
which are run during the year by two white
men at £2 per week and 30 niggers,

Mr. GQardiner: And you expeet ns ta be-
licve that!

Mr. JONES: These are the aciual figures.
They shore 40,000 sheep.  There were 27
hands employed, therve way one shower hath
among the lot, and they adl slept in one hot
on wooden beds.

The Minister for Works: What is wronyg
with the waooden heds?

Mr. JONES: [ mean wooden bottoms to
the heds, with mattresses on them, heds as
hard as u squatter’s heart.

The Mjnister for Works: L like a hanwd
bed. Generally 1 sleep on a shoeet of iron.

Mr. JONES: It serves to prove they have
never had an inspector out there,

Mr. Thomson: What sort of hed do you
suggest?

Mr. JONES: A plain straw mattress on a
wire streteher, something not too soft, but
which, after a strenuous day’s shearing, will
give men a chanee to reenperate so that next
day they wauy refreshed go to work again for
the hoss,  If only the gguatters were sufficiently
advanced to see it, they would realise that
the fitter they ean bring their men to work
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in the morning, the better the cut they are
likely to get throughout the day.

The Minister For Mines: What did you
sleep on last night? You seem pretty bright
to-day.

Mr. JONES: | slept on a sofa upstairs.
Eneidentally 1 think the House Committee
ought to provide stretehers for us here, How-
ever, what applies to Mundabullangann ap-
plies also to dezens of other stations, Take
Portree, where they provide continuous
bunks in spite of the Aet. The whole of the
20 men had to sleep in one room with one
shower hath to seive the lot,

The Minister for Works:  What does it
mittter, if the shed is big enough?

Mr. JONES: P'arliament decided not more
than four men to a voom, and until the Act
is amended 1, believing as | do in Jaw and
ortder, say ‘that this et ought to be com-
plicd with.  The dining room at Portree ad-
joing the bedroom, and the men are half suf-
foeated with sinoke if they happen to bhe
tiking ten minutes® streteh during the day.
At Mount Batirist wooden huunks, with spini-
fex mattresses, are provided.  There they
have complied with the four heds to a room
provision, hut the rooms are only six by

eight.
The Minister for Works:  Why, vou
couldn’t got the stretehers into sueh a
room!

Mr. JONES: They are sleeping in bunks,
Jjust as in the steerage of a ship.

The Minister for Works: But [ tell vou
you counld not get them iuto a six by eight
room,

Sttting suspended from G615 to 7.30 po.

My, JONES: [ do not know that anyv
good purpese will be served by continning
fo quote at length the Tist of those stations
which constitute the horrible examples and
dare not in any way endeavouring to conform
with the decent conditions provided by o
wmajority of the squatters, but which from
north to south run through the length of the
couatry in ong cancerous chain.  Sinee the
member for Rochourne has challenged the
exigtenee of some of them, it might be ad-
visiable to mention one or two more stutions
in the hon. member's own distriet.  Yalla-
lonlop and Red FIil} beth have bad accom-
modation with only wooden bunks. The
former has ordinary wire-netting bunks, on
which the men have to streteh theiv weary
limbhs after tackling the squatter’s sheep for
the whole day, Particularly I would refer to
Yalalooloo, which T helieve is alse in the
Roebourne district.  Mhe  accommodation
theve is very bad, Turing last shearing sea-
son it was neeessary for the men to go on
atrike in order to get the yard disinfected
and made reasonahly clean so  that  their
food would not be contaminated by the flies,
Instances of this kind, thank goodness, are
not too numerons to-day, but they are suffi-
ciently numerous for us to urge that the leg-
islation on  the statute-book he made
effeetive.  These stations extend right down
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to the Cranbrook district, and on some of
them similarly bad conditions still prevail

The Minister for Mines: Cranbrook?

My, JONES: Yes.

The Minister for Mines: That is not so.

Mr. JONES: There they have sleeping
rooms without windows. Alany of the men
erowd into the sleeping rooms and the rest
have to go into the harness rooms and other
plaees.

The Minister for Mines: What is comfort
for one is discomfort for avother. You can
go without socks; I could not.

My, JONES: T guite appreciate the Min-
ister’s goninl attempt to sidetrack me, but
I wish to pin members down to this faet,
that they are doing an injustice to the
ool squatter,

The Minister for Works: T thounght there
were no good sguatters.

Hon, . Collier: We have not sold out.

Mr. JONES: Well, some are better than
nthers.

Afe. Willeoek © Bome are worse than
others.
My, JONES: We are not doing justice

to the hetter squatters so long as we per-
mit wen, who do not enre for the comfort

of their fellows, who show no consid-
eration  for the creature comforts of
thejr  employees, and who have not

suflicient patriotism to realise that the pro-
duction of the State is heing retarded hy
ld working eonditions, to continue as in
the past. It is unfair to place a handicap
on the good men and to penalise them
when unfair and wunjust employers are
taking advantage of the lax administration
of the Act, [t is not fair to allow the Act
io remain ineffective us it is. While T do
not suggoest that the Aet should at present
he extended te the agrienltueal distriets it
most undoubiedly follow that, if men work-
ing in one part of the vountry have decent
vonditions of living, the same should apply
in other parts of the country. Members
on the cross heuches have endeavoured to
impress upen us that, as a rule, the em-
ployee sleeps in accommodation which is
quite as wood us that enjoyed by the farmer
himself. [ do not deny the truth of this
in many vascs, but we must remember that
a majority of the men who accept easual
work—1 do not refer so much to the per-
wanent farm hands—are not in a poesition
1o provide themselves with tents or other
aceommedation, and it would be in the in-
terests of the cmployer himself if tents
were provided. The employer should pro-
vide proper accommodation so that the
men, tired at night, might rest well and
rise in the morning, venewed in strength
to .continne the work of helping their em-
plovers to produce more and more. Aem-
bers of the Country party would do well to
consider the union vepresenting these men
—tie A W.U,—as their friend rather than
their cnemy, inasmuch as it represents the
best interests of Australia,
Mr. Thomson: Say that again.
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Mr, JONEN: Beeause unfortunately there
are agitators like the member for Katan-
ning who are endeavouring to stir up the
furming e¢lements of this State to believe
that the A.W.U. is opposed to their
interests,

Mr, Thomsou: You do not suggest that I
am an agitator.

' Mr. JONES: Undoubtedly the hon. mem-
er 1s,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
for Fremantle must not be offensive.

Mr. JONES: You and T would never con-
sider that offensive, Mr. Speaker, and I do
not think the member for Katanning does.
The work of the A.W.TU,, the body which
is moving to scenre this improved accom-
modation for itz wmembers, has been of
advantage to  the squatters in showing
them how to increase their production, The
shearers, througl their union, have taught
the squatters of this State how to draft
sheep.  They have not tunght the small
Farmer in the South-Wegt, wlho hus but a
few head of sheep to deal with and is not
so handicapped as the man in  the far
North who is drafting huge flocks, but the
members of the AW.T,, by their vules and
regulations, have tanght the squatters how
te draft sheep. They have compelled the
squatters to draft the two-year flceces
gimply by increasing the prices nnd com-
pelling squatters to deal with the classifiea-
tion in a Mmnurer whieh was not adopted
previously,

My, Maley: L[ should like to know liow
they draft flecces,

Mr. Teesdale: You are all right on a paper
bnt you are pretty rocky on sheep when
vou talk abont drafting flccces.

Mr. JONES: The hon. member
exactly what [ mean—drafting double-
ficoced sheep. Members will be doing an
injustice to the eause of production and to
Australia generally if they fail to recognise
that better aceommodation must be pro-
vided for Lhe workers, and if they will not
realise that the AW.Y, so fur from being
an enemy of the farmer, is the hest friend
the farmer has in this State.

knows

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [7.41]: [
slould say it was dificult in any under-
taking to get the full 100 per cent. of
effort, and yet that is what some¢ members
expeet from the Shearers’ Aecommodation
Act. Statements have been made that be-
cause two or three per cent. of the shearers
are not getting the precise uccommodation
stipulated in the Act, therefore a lament-
able state of affnirs exists. I do not think
it possible to get 100 per cent. of effort in
any direction, The conditious throughout
the pastoral arcas with vegard te aceom-
modation musl be admitted to be undeni-
ably good. It is casy enough to pick out
a few instanees, but I think the member
who introdvred the motion, and probably
the memher for Geraldton too, were over-
stepping the mavk when they spoke about
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mey baving beds on dunghills and sleeping
with the fowls. Tf it is true, i€ is & pity.

Hon, P. Collier: Pity ‘tis, ’tis true,

My, MALEY: To give effeet to the hon,
member’s  wishes, the country would be
overrun  with inspeetors. We could not
have men travelling to cvery individual
farmer and squatter in the State to sce
that the conditions of the Act were being
complied with. We know that the A WU,
whiclh controls most of this business, is
endeavouring to enforre on agrienlturists

the same  conditions that apply to the
pastoralists,

Mr, Willeoclk :  Parlinment will  decide
that.

Mr. MALEY: The AW.LU, desires that

the same conditions as are imposed on the
pastoraiists shonld apply to the agricultur-
ists. The extrente statements made by
hon. members do not tend to improve mat-
ters. | favour the provision of reasonable
accommodation for the workers, but when
we understand the conditions whieh pre-
vuil throughout the agricultural areas it is
perhaps a little unreasonable to expoct that
the farmers should be brought into line
with the pastoralists in  this  respect.
I remember that when [ first went out on
the Murchigon and engaged in mining T
camped under the trees. There was no tent
or anything else for me. T do not know
that I suffered any great hardship through
heing obliged to camp out in the open, nor
did | find the ground too bard to sleep on.
We arc engaged in developing this country,
and the conditions which some hon. members
desire to dee hrought about eannot be given
ip an industry whieh i3 yet in its infancy.
Many- of onv pastoralists and farmers have
not adequate aceommodation for themselves.
I am gure that every farmer is prepared to
give his men just as good aecommoration as
he bhaa himself. There are, of course, exeep-
tions to this rule, sueh exceptions heing found
in all industries, and in all walks of life. T
only rose to say that the extreme statements
which have been wmade on this question do
no good either to the mover of the motion or
its supporters. Tn fact, they may discredit
to a certain extent the cfforts that are being
made in this direetion.

Mr., PICKERING (Sussex) [7.47]: The
remarks made by the member tor Geraldton
{Mr. Willeoek) with regard to the agricnl-
tural industry are not warranted by the facts.
T have travelled a good deal throughout the
State, especially in the agricultural areas,
and have witnessed much of the development
that has heen going on. T know that as soon
as farmers can afford decent accommodation
for themselves they invariably make similar
provigion for the aecommodation of their
employees, [ have ecome across innumerable
instances gshowing that farm labourera on our
farms have been provided with accommoda-
tion that shonld satisfy anybody. If we are
going to pass extreme legislation applying to
the agrieultural areas, whilst we have this
contemplated policy of development of our
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broad acres, we shall greatly hamper our
progress.  When [ first started on the land,
L lived for about twe years in camps. I fre.
quently slept on the ground, with blackboy
rushes and tops of gum-trees for a bed, and
did not find it un unhealthy mode of life.
My 17 years of farming experience in West-
ern Australia have taught me that as a rule
the farmer gives the utmost consideration to
his employees. e recognises, just as does
the member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones), that
i* his employees are to work contentedly,
they most be given conditions of life as com-
fortable as possible. 1n the carly stages of
development the farmwer sghares cverything
with his cwployvees, and takes his turn at
cvery duty that appertains to a camp. [t
will be wnwise to alter thiz particular legis-
lation in such a way as to make it press un-
(duly wpon our agrienltural industry. As
remarked by the member for (Gireencugh (Mr.
Maley), there is @ general tendency to bring
the agricultural industry into line with the
pastoral, but the time is not opportune for
sich extreme legislation. The farmers are
only too anxious to provide accommodation
for those whow they employ, but it 13 not
advisable to bind them by hard and fast
laws, which will make it inereasingly diffi-
c¢ilt for those who are willing to unidertake
the task of opening up the country.

Mr. THOMSOX (Katauning) [7.50] U
listened with interest to the remarks of the
member for Fremantle (Mr. Jones). e
quoted extensively from what purported to
he the Shearers’ Accommodation Aet, but [
have grave doubts about the document from
which he quoted being the Aet in question.
| have a notion that he was quoting from
tha eonstitution of the Australian Workers’
iU'nion. The hon. member, referring to Secc-
tions 12 and 13, said that the employers were
given a period of three ycars in which to
comply with the requests of the ahearers,
Te alse said it was difficult for the inspec-
tors or the shearers to have their conditions
complied with. AN I can say is that his
experience of shearing is different from that
which has been cxperienced hy people in my
eleetorate. T have more than a passing
knowledge of shearers in the Katauning dis-
triect. Tn fact, I speak from practical know-
ledge on this sabject. The desire of people
in my eclectorate is that the shearers should
be made as eomfortable ns possible. | said
to one man that he was making the shearers’
quarters exceedingly comfortable :nd he re-
plied, ‘*We only have them here for a short
period, and it is my desire to wmake them
comfortable, becaunse then they will come
back again.’’ T believe that iz the general
desire of people in that district. Te say that
shearers havo no voice in the matter i3 in-
correet. T know of one man who was unable
to get a cook for the shearers. Hig wife, in
otder to assist him, said she would do the
cooking, but until she took out an A.W.U.
ticket she was not allowed to do the work.
Some hon. members may think that is a land-
able act to enforce, but-T think it is goiug to
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extremes. 1 know of another man who was
un his way to my district and was in a simi-
lIar fix. A young lady volunteered to do- the
cooking for him, but she also had to take out
a ticket before being permitted to do the
work,

Houn., P. Collier:
for it.

Mr. THOMSON: That may be, but she
was not the better cook.

Hon. P. Collier: She wonld not be worse,

Mr, THOMSON: Probably not.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You believe in that
peliey 7

Hon. P. Collier: You maka us pay Ys. for
wheat whether we like it or nol.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, PHOMSON: I wiki deal with that
question at a later date. At any rate, [ deo
not think the Speaker will allow me to dis-
vuss it now,

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
policy ?

Mr. THOMSON: The vules of the House
will not permit me to amswer the interjee-
tions of the leader of the Opposition and
the member for North-East Fremantle,

Hon. P. Collier: We will suspend
Standing Orders for your benefit.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMSON: I have gone carefully
throngh the Act, and have come to the con-
clusion that cvery thing requested by the
wembers for Geraldton, Fremantle, and Kal-
goorlie ia provided for already. Section 12
suys that when an inspector after making an
inspection has reason to believe that auy of
the requirements- of the Act have not been
complied with he shall notify the employer,
direeting him within the time mentioned in
the notice to comply with the request, and
that he shall also in the notice specify in
what respeet such requirements have not been
complied with. Tt has been said that it is
ivpossible to get a prosecution. I1f the re-
quests that are made are not eomplied with
we know perfeetly well that no shearing is
dene.  It, therefore, payg the employer to
comply as far as iz humanly possible with
the requests of the shearers. Some of the
statements which have been made with re-
aard to the men being obliged to sleep on
manure heaps, an? to do other things of the
kind, arc absurd. Any man who would o
this when he has the heavens to sleep wnder
wust have something wrong with him. The
farming districts must be considered.  1f
the memher for Kalgoorlic eould have his
way, the farmer would be - given perhaps
ouly two or three days in which to provide
the aecommodation asked for, which might
he out of all proportion to that which the
farmer himself enjoys. [ know from ox-

She was a better woman

You believe in that

the

experience  that the average man on  the
average furm  lives under exaetly the
same conditions as  the owner. ITe pets
the same food, and in 99 cases out

of 100 he sits atetfhe same table and “par-
takes of the same joint. Some hon. mem-
bers have spoken of the deplorable condition
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under which those who have to labour in the
agricultural industry suffer.  These state-
ments are unfair and overdrawn. As the
member for Greenongh has said, if the case
was put in a more reasonable light there
would be more chance of our meeting the
requests.  In my opinion, the whole situa-
tion is in the hands of the men themselves.
One of the first things ¥ look to, as an em-
ployer, is to sce that the men I send out into
the country are properly housed, and that
the comditions are fair and reasonable in the
matter of food supplies.

Me. Willeoek:  You may be a good em-
Moyer.

Mpe, THOMSON: A man who is not a
good cemployer will not induce his men teo
stay with him. Members opposite need have
ng fear that the employers will not pro-
vide the best conditions possible for those
who wark for them. T ean see no reason for
an alteration of the Act aud intend to vote
against the wiotion,

Question put, and o division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .. ..o 12
Noes .. .. .. 28
Majority against .. 1
AYES.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsie
Mr. Collter Mr. Walker
Mr. Holman Mr. Willgock
Mr. Jones Mr. Wilson
My, Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
(Teller.)
NOES

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Broun Mr, Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Naira
Mr. Davies Mr. Plckerlng
Mr. Draper Mr. Plesse
Mr. Duft Mr, Pilkington
Mr. Gardipner Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Thomgon
AMr. Hickmott - Mr. Veryard
Mr. Johnston Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Maley (Talier.)

Question thuy negatived.

MOTION—WESTERN AUSTRALIA AND

FEDERATION,

Debate  resmmed  from the 12th  Qetober,
on the following motion by Mr. Augelo—

That this House is of opinion that the
State lias snffered great financial  loss
through the TFederation of Australia, and
that the time has now arrived when steps
should he taken to place the position
clearly and stronyly hefore tha Ministry of
the Commonwealth with the view of ob-
taining aomme measure of relief,
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Mr. GARDINER {lrwin) [8.4): When it
comes to discussing Federation, and the cvlls
T'ederation has wrought to this State, one's
mind goes back to one’s reading of the mar-
vellous specches delivered at the theee Fed-
eritl Conventions, when one was carried away
with the cxpression, ‘*Trust the people; they
are all brothers, and they will treat you as
Lrothers should.”” One does not like to for-
sake the ideals of his salad days; but | am
pretty certain that, while the Ildeals were
all right, the idols of Federation had feet of
clay. 1 do not know of any State that has
sufferad more than Western Australin  has
from Federation. I do not know of uny Par-
liamment that has equalled the Commonwealth
Parliament in the matter of disregard of ob-
vious obligations. That remark docs not
apply to auy particular ederal Alinistry.
They have all sinned; but it is we who have
auffered. At the very inception of Federa-
tion the Commonwealth Constitution Inid it
down that the Commonwealth should pay for
properties transferred from the States, and
that if there was any disagreement, the mat-
ter should be decided by the Commonwealth
Parliament.  And what has been the wethod
adopted?  The Commonwealth still owe ug
for the transferred propertics, hut they have
given ug & credit in their books in respect of
them at 3% per cent. interest; and they call
that paying. There are various other shock-
ing things. Possibly the worst instance that
I could give of wmen being false to their
trust, false to the people of other States who
trugted them, is the mawipulation of the
lommonweaith Sarplus Revenue Aect. n
order to take away from the States money
which the Commonwealth Avt provided shounld
be paid to them by the 1st July in each year,
the Commonwealth Government put through
an Appropriation Act and the measure for
which the money was appropriated was never
brought before Parliament., Could anything
be worse? The Commonwealth Act speei-
fically provided that after the 1st July in
each year any surplus revenue must bo di-
vided on a per capita basis among the States,
What happened? The division was not made
on one 1st July. T found it out. Thereupon
I made a elaim in this State’s behalf on the
per capita basis for n suni of about £287,000.
But in the following Scptember the Com-
monwealth Government put through another
Aet taking the money away from us again.
Tn order that sueh a ““mistake’’ shonld net
recur, they actually put through Parliament
an Approprigtion Act for ten millions of
money for ol age pensions, which rvepresent
an annual expenditure. T say that when a
man with any sense of honesty comes to
write the record of the Federal Parliament on
this question, he will have te do it with a
handkerehief in one hand and a tin of disin-
fectant in the other. Indeed, T said that at
the time. Now, there is going to be a Con-
vention, and we want to get ready for if.
With al? due deference to Mr. Owen, the
wmatters with which his report deals are. not
what has to be considered. 1 read the same
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things frew Mr. Owen's pen in pre-Federa-
tion days, This State wants to get down to
bedrock and find out where the pinch is hurt-
ing vs. What has happend with regard to our
State Huvings Bank? During the Federal

Convention (Jiscussions it was specifieally
stated that the Savings Bank  business
wonld be retained by the States. However,

the Commenwenlth  have eeme here with
their Suvings Bauk, and after five years of
voinpetition our Savings Bank deposits, less
withdrawals and incloding interest, amonnt
to about £337,000, hnt in the case of the
Commonwealth Savings Bank the excess of
deposits  totals  appreximately  £1,300,000.
That £1,300,000 is moncy which this State
could have borrowed at four per cent., in-
steadd of Leing compelled to pay £6 2s. 6d. or
£6 108, per cent. One can easily recognise
how the pineh hurty us there, So many in-
stances of the same kind can be given, that
we should get our case put before the peo-
ple fairly and squarely. T previously sug-
wested that a joint seleet comwmittee of both
Houses should go into the question of the
disabilities under whiell we suffer owing
to Federation. Those disabitities ave far
more than | would e likely to enumerate
if I stood here for an hour. The question
shoull bhe hrought before each House of
Parliament and the two Houses should cn-
dorse a statement on the subjeet, so that
wlhoever goes to the proposed Convention
will go there armed with facta, Fvery Min-
ister whe has attended Premiers’ Confer-
cnees says that they are an utter farce. At
those eonferences you speak in the order of
your population. New South Wales gocs
first, and ¥r. Holman, onee he starts, takes
a lot of stopping, Then, in the case of the
Convention T attended, eame Mr. Lawson of
Vietoria. e was clear and concise. Those
two speakers took us up to lunch time, In
the afternoon we had Mr. Theodore of
Quensland—a  very exhausting but a very
exhaustive and able speaker. He oecupied
an hour and a half, Thereupon South Awus-
tralia had its go, and then we were at knoek-
off time. The next day we had the two
smatler States, Western Australia and Tas-
manin,  Then the other members of the
Conference anid, ‘‘Are we not rather tired
of this??®  Tuless you bit every time you
spoke, nobody listened to you. If we send
across this proposed delegation, it will have
no effeckt. There may be some effect when it
comes to altering the whole Federal Conati-
tution by a Convention; but any delegation
we send from here to Melbonrne will merely
et promigses. Then, when we asend back to
remind the Commonwenlth of those promises,
the Commonwealth will make the same prom-
ises again.  Western Anustralia lost a won-
derfully good friend—all Ministers who have
heen to Melbourne will ngree with me in
this—when Mr. Watt resigned the Federal
Treasurership. ¥e wag the one man in the
Federal (abinet who woulds help the smaller
Staets, When T was in Melbourne he was
called '‘Western Australia Watt,’’ beeause
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1 vould always rely on him to give me a
good lift. TIn the same way Sir George
Turner was the best Treasurer for the States
that the Commonwealth cver had. In the
Cleinmonwealth Parliament there is a grasp-
ing at power, and it is no good trusting to
our representatives there to abstain from
grasping at power. They are impregnated
with the gsame idea. They themselves have be-
gun to ask, ' \Who are the State Parlinments?
Why should we censider them?’’ So long as
the present Federal environment continues,
%o long will there be an everlasting grasp fer
more power hy the Commonwecalth at the
expense of the States. T will guarantee that
it the six Western Australian senators were
askedl what (isabilities Western Australia
had suffered as the result of Federation, not
one of them would be ahle to say a word
ou the subject.

Hon, W, €. Angwin: Kach and every one
of them would reply that Western Australia
had not suffered at all ‘

The Minister for Mines:
hive not soffered,

Mr. GARDINER: 1 want this Parliament
to vealise the responsibilitics resting on us
to prepare our ¢agse. [t may be a good ease,
or it may be a bad case, or it may be an in-
different case; but those of us who have heen
through this ‘business know where the shoe
pinches. Tt ought to be the aim and ob;ect
of every one of us to give whatever serviee
we ean render towards the making out of a
clear and well-defined case. Goodness
knows, if there is any alteration in the Con-
stitution, what may ensue. It may be that
we will allow the Federal Parliament to take
over the whole eontrol. That may come or
it may not, but whether it does or does not,
while the hon, member ia quite right in bring-
ing this motion forward, I o not think that
any good will be derived hy sending a dele-
gation from this Parliament unless that dele-
pation goes to a convention on the same
liasis of representation that we had at the
previeus conventioms, The case for Western
Australia is largely a case for South Aus-
tralia and Tasmania, at any rate. As to the
two bigger States of New South Wales and
Victorin—what do they eare? Their trou-
Wes! Tt is the smaller States that have
snffered and this is a fight for the smaller
States. When we were preaching TFedera-
tion, we said: ‘Yoo have six State repres-
entntives in the Senate. Those men are not
representatives of party, they are the repre-
sentatives of the States; they are there to
protect State interegts,”” Those men had not
been there very long beforc they commenced
us they have earried on ever sinee, proteet-
ing party interests. So far from the Senate
heing  representafive of the States as we
preached, that Howse is abselntely an un-
mitigated faree at the present time,

The Minister for Mines: That is the fault
of the people. Bir Josialh Symon stoed apart
from party and lie got left.

Mr. GARDINER: Exactly. We thought
that the Senate stood for the proteection of

They themselves
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the State. 1f such  were the case, there
would be no need for a convention, We
could have sent all our business and repre-
sentations te our senatorial members. They
are the last people we would think of con-
sulting. I want that position to be realised
because if we do not realise it, we will have
a couvention on us before we know where
we are and withont the slightest prepara-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Ion. W,
J. George — Murray-Wellington) [8.19]:
With every word that the member for Irwin
{Mr. Gardiner) has uttered, I agree, The
attendance of Ministers at the conferences
the hon. member referred to, is an absolute
farce. The only justifieation Mlinisters can
have in going from Western Auatralia is to
keep their cyes open and to see, if possible,
that even worse positions do not arise. The
conference at which T was present with the
hon. member, resolved itself into a duel be-
tween Mr. Watt and Mr. Holman, with M.
Theodore as i sort of bottle helder and
referpe. T felt that, as far as we in
Western Australia were concerned it was
just cxaetly as the member for Irwin stated.
When the Federation fight was on, he was
on one side and T was on the other.

Hen. W. €. Angwin: He is responsible for
a lot.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That may
be so. Probably ar he has grown older,
added cxperience has shown him more clearly
the true perspective of the ideals wlueh he
fought for in those days.

Mr. Hicknott: The ideals were all right,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: For my
part, I would not take the word of any Com-
monwealth Minister on Commonwealth mat-
ters. 1 would mwet take their written
word unless T had it in such a form that
they eould not possibly get out of it. My
part of the business, apart from the eonfer-
ence on that oceasion, was to attend to one
or twe matters affecting my department.
After wmy disenssion with Senator Millen T
asked for a sheet of foolseap. 1 wrote
down exgetly what we had agrecd upon
and then asked him to sign the paper,
which T would sign as well. Tt took over
half an hour te pevsuade him that, as he
had agreed to what was set down, ne harm
eould follow from his signing it. The paper
was signed. When we got Dback from Mel-
bourne there was a letter here attempting to
overthrow what we had agreed upon. 1
am pleased to say that the agreement ar-
vived at was not overthrown. 8o far as the
transferred propertics are concerned, T find
—T understand their strategy; I believe it
was arranged from the very outset—they do
not purchase in the ordinary way, being res-
ponsible for the principle. Thev put theae
properties in their books and eredit us with
interest on the amount involved. As soon as
their use for a property has gone, or if it
suits them to ercet a new huilding for their
ntilities, then they quietly inform this Gov-
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c:nment that they do not require the trans-
ferred property any longer and it is left
on our hands. Let me give membersa an
ingtance so that they may know something
nbout this aspeet of the relations between
the State and the Commonwealth. Take
the question of the aoldiers’ homes. The
huilding of the homes in Wastorn Australia
by the Federal authorities is one of the
higgest disgraves I have cver known in
public life, The money wasted in counec-
tion with those buildings and the absolute
lack of aystem, cither in procuring mat-
crials or in carrying out the work, is
cnough to make a dead econtractor arise
in his grave and wonder where he las
been, The Workers’ Homes Board of
Western Australia has done really excellent
worlt; that is gencrally acknowledged. The
hoard puts up cheap and well designed
homes,  The State (lovernment were ap-
proached with a query as to whether our
organisation could be made use of for the
construction of soldiers’ homes. Negotia-
tiong went to such a length that the agree-
ments were despatched and were aetually
in the Premier’s offiee ready to be signed,
when the Federal authorities changed their
minds and decided to establish a fresh
orgunisation of their own to undertake the
work. The Commonweulth has a Ministry
but the Commonwaealth business is trans-
arted by the bureawerats of the depart-
nients, One cannot see the Prime Minister
unless he kicks up a row and unless he is
ug big a bully as 1 am said to be.  One
could not see Mr. Watt unless the same row
wan kieked up. The experience of the then
Premier (8ir Henry Lefroy), T believe, was
exapetly the sume. Of course we counld see Mr.
Shephenid, the secretary of the Prime Min-
ister’'s department, if he said he would
ace us. We were told in some c¢ases that
they would communicate with us by letter.
ln some cases while we waited for the
lebters in Melbourne, they posted the
letters to Perth and we had to wait until
we got back te get the roplies.

Hon. W. €, Angwin: We had no trouble
in secing Mr. Fisher when he was Prime
Minister.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: That
may be so, but so far as the Commonwealth
Government are coucerned, they are no
gond to this State in any shape or form.

Although  when  Federation  became an
accomplished  fact, | said that now we
were  married  there  vonld be no  di-
voree, aul  while T have tried to be
amdl  have been  loyal to  Anstralin  as
i whole ever sinee, T deelare emphat-
ieally that it ever an opportunity arises
ta ont  the pninter from the Fastern

states, I will he found ready to uwse all my
strength in carrying on that fight., How
lave we heen freated? TLet me tell the
Nouse how Western Australin was Jooked
upon 30 years ago. Ta those days Western
Australia was merely used as a dumping
ground for goods from the Eastern States.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The member for Forrest will remember the
store at Jarrahdale, which belonged to
ecrtain merehants in Vietoria.,  Abaolute
rubbish came into that store. I saw bell-
bettom trousers there that I had never seen
since I left London, where the costers de-
lightedl in them. There was maggoty
baeon and weevilly flour, The principle
that anything was gooed cnough for West-
ern Angtralin, which was popular in those
days, is the same principle pursuved by the
Commonwealth Government and the Com-

monwealth  Parliament towards Western
Australia to-day. As far as our representa-
tives are eonrerned, they are our repre-

sentatives because it suits them to be, but
as for the country they do not care a two-
penny hang for it,

Mr. Yobuston: That is net fair.

The MINISTER FFOR WORKS: I think
it is fair. T do not think they mind very
much about Western Australin, It makes
little Qifference what Government, Liberal
or Labour, are in power. We have had the
same treatment from them all and T put that
down largely to the fact that we are gov-
erned by the bureaucrats of the Common-
wealth publie serviee.  The member for
Irwin secems to be a bit pessimistic as 1o
whether Woestern Australin can, or cannot,
sceure any good from this propesal. For my
part T believe that Western Australia can,
and if the people in this State will
arguse themselves, and members of Parlia-
ment arouse themselves too, the people in
the Eastern States will be induced to
recognise the elaims of this State. If not.
the people should be prepared and ready
to agitate for a severance of that connee-
tion we haive with the Commonwealth.
Members have only got to turn their atten-
tion to the naval basc to see what ex-
travagance is going on under the Federal
regime here. Tf the cxtravagance which
has occeurred at the Naval Base at Fre-
mantle had been indulged in by the State
Governmeng, these walls  of Parliament
would have heen scorched hy the heated
remarks of hon, members.

lHon, . Collier: We have a dock behind
us at FPremantle, remember,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ sup-
pose we have. We have all made mistakes,
but the C‘ommonwealth people are not con-
tent  with making one mistake.  Their
appetite has grown and we have pot to
pay for mistake after mistake. Some
people may sax that this is so much railing.
Perhaps it is, Looking at the matter from
the point of view of the State, however, T
want to see Western Australian take ler
proper place, which she will not do as long
as she is shackled and hound to people
who do uot care a twopenny hang for her.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.28]: 1
do not intend to follow the suggestion by
the Minister that we should cut the paioter,
aud inferentinlly  convey the impression
that physieal and other foree should he
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uged to accomplish that result. It was
ouly the nther day that a member of the
t'ederal Parlinment was cxpelled for using
language somewhat analagous to that of
the Minister.

Mr. Thomson: There is no
between the two instances.

My, Tecadale: llave another go.

Mr, LAMBERT: T do not know whether
there is moeh difference between one mem-
ber discussing the  Empire and  another
speaking Abont the dismemberment of fhe
Commonwenlth by cutting the painter from
the rest of Austealin,  Persoually [ think
iy ix very similar,

comparison

Mr. Jones: Tt iy decidedly worse.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are fow Austra-
linns born or wlopted whe would desire to
bring about any dismemberment of Auy.
tralia, at all events.

The Minister for Mines: Don’t say ‘“ar
all events.”” It might be taken to mean
that vou woulil ohject te the dismember-
ment of Australia but not of the Ewmpire.

Me. LAMBERT: That was net suggested
by nme, I de not know whether it hus
sipested ifselt ta the Cornish association
or not, )

The
moment,

Mr. LAMBERT: While T stand unitedly
tor Austrilin, [ stand unitedly £or the
Fmpive. No progress in civilisation ean
be made without that united stand, which
ia essentinl to build up civilisation, no
mitter what we mayv be. Tt is quite true
ihnt my friend has a good denl to complain
about. The member for Irwin also made
ont a strong ease so far as the attitnde
of the Commonwealth Government toawrds
Woestern Australia is concerned. The Min-
ister for Works in his own sphere of
activity is aware of the extent to whiel
duplication of offices has been carried on.
e gave an instance of the soldier settle-
ment homes.  Exactly the same thing is
lappening in vonneetion with the Common-
wealth railway system. They hooked on a
small railway {o each end of the system
in two States, and then created a big and
«xpensive department to contrel the line.
The burning desive of the Commonwealth
Goverament to build wp mammoth depart-
ments is o positive disgraee. It seems
peculine that we in Australia should Dbe
railing against Parlinments while in some
pacts of the world there should be a desire
tn create them, My brief experience of
Puarlinment is that if we were withont it
1 would he Ioth to foist one upon- the people.
1 cannot understand the desire of people,
who are without @ Parliament, to create
surh an institution.  One thing can be
emphasised so far as the Commonwealth
overnment are concorned, and it affeeis
us more than any other part of Australia,
that iy, the hig undeveloped territory
whith we, as a sovercigu State, control
The ceentral Government should have come

Minister for Mines: Not for =
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te our assistauee to develop our uge areas.
A comprehensive scheme should have been
submitted and that should have had at its
back the finances of the Commonwealth.
We as a amall struggling State cannot
possibly be expected to give the attention
that the Commonwealth Government could
to any big scheme for peopling our un-
oecnpied  areas. Our vast empty spaces
witl some day prove u menace to the con-
tinent if steps are not taken to fill them,
and that is one great thing that the cuot-
throats of the Rastern States should be
made aware of. We hear a good deal
about IFederation and the national ideul.
and  abont  the unified development of
the Commonwealth.,  What Thas  taken
place?  Almost every department that has
heen administered by the  Pederal Gov-
vrnment s o lasting disgrace to the Com-
monwealth.  We  should try fo arouse
publie  opinion in  Australia as to the
responsibility of the greater-peopled por-
tion of the Commonwealth towards the un-
peopled north, [f, as has been suggested,
we are to hold another Convention for the
remodelling of the Frderal Constitution, it
cssential that we start early, and it is im-
portant that if we are to have a tearing up
of our present written Federal compact we
should go therc aud cxaet a clearer under-
standing of our financial obligations. That
ean only be done by sending there men who
are thoroughly conversant with the sebject,
and not only that but experienced in the
pulblie affairs of this econntry. I trust that
gome of the Ministers and a former Minister
for Mines, who 1 observe is in his seat, will
stress the preat disadvantages which we as a
Federal State guffer. An instance was given
by the Minister for Works in  connection
with transferre¢d property. [ understand at
the present time the Federal Government
degire that the indebtedness in that respeet
should he uged a8 a set off against eertain
loan moncys which were advanced to this
and the other States during the period of the
war. There are many matbers, too, it is es-
sential that we as Australian citizens should
take an interest in. There should be a Gov-
crnnent in power who would try to counteract
many of the strong influences,. political and
commercial, which are operating in the East-
ern States to the detriment of Western Aus
tralia, As a matter of fact, T feel very much
like the hon, member who desires that we
should eut the painter, but we ghould use not
only strong language but take strong action.
Our representatives in the Federal Parliament
should he true to Wesatern Australin first,
last, and all the time. TUnfortunately, they
know the difficultics that exist only too well.
They are in Melbourne the whole of the time,
where the mewspapers will not concede 2
single thing to Western Australia. The Mel-
bourne ‘‘Age’’ will not hear of a railway
being construeted in Western Australia, but
not only does the opposition come from the
newspapers there, we get no assistance from
anyone. Little or no heed at all is paid to
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Western  Australin. A Vietorian politician
named MeNamara, a member of the Legisla-
tive Council, in that State, had a speech that
he made recently on the remodelling of the
Federal Constitution, printed in pamphlet
form, and one would think to read that
speech that there was no such place in exist-
ence as Western Australia,

Mr, Willeock: O, yes!

Mr, LAMBERT: If he did refer to
Western Australin he was most ecloguently
sneeessful in his effort to omit any reference
to it.

Mr. Willeock :
properly.

Mr, LAMBERT: The speech was re-
printed by himself, und 1 do not suppose
that he would deliberately cut out any re-
ference to Wegtern Australin, Tt struck me
a9 being a pieec of impertinence on the part
of this man to submit a bald scheme for the
remodelling of the Federal Uenstitution sith-
ont the slightest vegard for Westorn Aus-
tralin.  He chopped Vietorin into  eertain
provineial states, and did the same with
New South Wales, nnd then he proeceded in
a Leantifully theorctical manuer to show how
the interests of those two populous places
would be affected. e did not toneh on the
bigger aud witer problem of national de-
velopment, which, after all, is the wmost im-
portant we have to denl with,

Mr. Willeock: That is just what he did

They 4id not report him

do.
Mr., LAMBERT: My friend must have
read some  other speech delivered by this
politician,  There were certainly no refer-
ence to the wider and more important sub-
jeet in the pamphiet whieh Mr, MeNamara
sent to this State.  The motion which has
heen submitted by the member for Gaseoyne
is one upon which we should take an enrly
vote. The hon, member must he eompli-
mented upon bringing it forward, It is not
so much the actual financinl loss that the
State is soffering—that in itself is  bad
enough—Dbut it is the implied obligation of
the Commonwealth Govermwent, which is
firat and foremost to assist the weaker States
of the union. . Not only have the Tederal
Govermnent not  given weaker States any
hielp, but they have never earried ont to the
slightest extent that implied obligation which
wns the veal foundation, after all, of the
evention of the national Awstralian senti-
ments whieh made Federation possible, and
that is the feeling which wants to be en
gendered  amongst  these in the Enstern
States who are indifferent to our call for as-
sigtance.  The speeeh of the Minister for
Works, 2lthough | do not agree that he was
justified in declaring that he would ent the
painter

Mr, Thomson:
with him.

My, LAMBERT: Not to the extent of the
language that he used. [t is very seldom that
my friend is rash, hut T hope that his were
not the matured words of one who has

You saill you were almost
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lived the better part of & quarter of a con-
tury in the public life of Western Auvstra-
Ha, I trust the tovernment will assist in the
direction of ¢arrving the wotion which has
been submitted. 1£ there is no other way
of drawing the attention of the Federal Gaov-
crument to their ohligations towards West-
erit Australia as well as to the other States,
then 1 hope that the lon. member’s ill-ad-
vised words will be telegraphed all over
Australin,  Let it then be declared that
the Minister for Works, with his tnll mental
andl physieal forve, will make one to cut the
painter from the rest of Austealin. T be-
lieve we are virtually standing aloue in onr
hattle against the great political and commer-
eial interests of the Kastern States, which
interests ever sinee the dawn of Federation
have been indifferent to Western Australia.

My, THOMSON  (Katanning) [8.40]:
After listening to the remarks of the member
for Coolgardie, | am quite convineed he js
satisfied as to the advisability of earryiug
the motion which has been submitted to the
House. Tt is my intention, however, to move
an amendiment in the direction of the ap-
puintment of a commitice representative of
the members of Loth 1louses of Parlinment
to prepare our case to submit to the forth-
coming Uonventton. One eould not help be-
ing struck by the eloguent address of the
member for Irwin  (Mr.  Gardiner) who
pointed ont that the Federal (lovernment
have never heen sympathetically  disposed
towards Western Auvgtralia. 'The hon. mem-
ber showed where they had hroken their
pledges. L am proud to say—though [ may
be toriied a little Anstralian—that I opposed
Federation, honestly believing it would be
harmful to Western  Austrlia, Unfortnn-
ately, my then expresscd belief has ecome
only too true. When we realise the vast
sums of money which ure  being raised
through the Customs, aml alse the faet that
the Commonwealth have Lroken their prom-
ise to us so tar as per capita payments are
coneerned, we c¢an come to ne other conelu-
sion than that we have not had a fair deal.
We have to rvemember also that there ex-
ists now a dual land tax, and a dual income
tax, aud that the Conumonwealth Savings
Bank is in competition with our own, while
in regard to post office administration that
is any thing but what it should be, When
a matter, as small even as a mail route, or
the extension of a tcleplione nceds attention,
the subjeet munst be referred to head office in
Mclhonrne, No matter how trivial the sub-
jeet i, it must go to the central authority.
I do not intend to cover the ground traversed
by other speakers, except to say that T con-
gratolate the member for (ascoyne on hav-
ing submitted the motion and to express the
helief that some good will come from it. T
truat, however, that he will accept the ameni-
ment beeavse T lelieve it is csgential that
Western Australia should be prepared to put
ita case befare the Convention. Tt is enly
hefore that Convention that we can expeet
tn have reasonahle notiee taken of our de-
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manils, and we should therefore be properly
prepared so that those who may Le appeinted
to represent us will be able to speak with
knowledge of our case. I trust also that our
representatives will have the backing of the
people of Western Australia. There i8 a
small section in favour of unifieation.

Hom, W, €. Angwin: A very big section.

Mr. THOMSON: Let us test that ques-
tion  Let ns bave our ease fully prepared.
If, then, it is found that the majority are in
farvour of unification, we shall be compelled
to acegde to the wishes of the majority.
Huwever, | believe we can put vp so strong
a ease that no wan amenable to reason will
contemd that Federation has been to West-
ern Australin the beon which we were prom-
aenl.

Hou, W. (. Angwin: Jlave you ever known
anything to he as good as was promised?

Mr, THOMSON: One of the promises
made was that the abolition of the inter-

state tariff would reduce the cost of living. °

That won a great many votes for Federa-
tion,

Hon, W, (Y Angwin: Butter went down
dd. jer lh. straight away

Me TPTHOMSON: It did not stay down
very lomg.  Ever since Federation the cost
of living has gradually increased. Oue of
the reasons for it has been the steadily in-
crensing Customs tariff, If we conld abolish
the present system of collecting Customs,
and replace it with a system akin to that
of our stamps, it would afford considerable
relief,

Hon. W. . Angwin: Is this a debate on
protection versus free trade?

Mr, THHOMBON: 1t is the effect of Fed-
cration; it is one of the disabilities we are
suffering from; it ean be conclusively proved
that, prier to Federation, the Customs tariff
of Western Australia was ecnsiderably lower
than the Commonwealth tariff to-day.

The Minister for Mines: We had a pretty
high tariff in Western Australia.

Mr. THOMSON: But a lot of things came
in free which te-day are paying s high tariff.
That is cne of the explanations of our high
vost of living. I trust the House will ae-
cept my amendment. 1t is desirable that
we should have a committee to thoroughly
Irepave our case so that it may be placed,
wot only before the proposed Convention,
hut alse bLefore the people of Western Aus-
tratin. T move an amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘arrived’’ be
strieck out, and the following he inserted
in liew: ‘‘to appoint a committee fram both
Houses to prepare our case to submit to
the forthcoming Convention,’’
1on, W, C, ANGWIN (North-East Tre-

mantle) [8351]: T will oppose the amendment
o the ground that it is the duty of the
Government to make all the preparations
necessary, and through the officials of the
various departments to get all statistical in-
formation so that the case for Western Awus-
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tralin may be properly placed before the
proposed convention. .

Mr., Thomson: Ministers now have more
work than they can attend to,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Ministers will
not o the work. It i regrettable that some
hon. members are always of the impression
that they should take the place of Ministers,
The only seats which would satisfy those
lwon. members are the front benches where,
however, they cannot get, In all probability,
the delegates to attend this convention will
e appointed, not hy Parliament, but by the
eleetors,

My, Thomson: Al the more reason why
onr cuse should be prepared,

Mon. W, (', ANGWIN: All the more reagon
why the departmental staffs shonld prepare
all intormation necessary for the guidance of
those who will represent Western Australia,
The Ministry of the day can be trusted to
realise their responsibility for seeing that
all information is placed hefore each dele-
gate elected to attend the conveution, so that
he shall he fully posted on all the various
questions affecting Western Australia.

Mr. Thomson: Would not that be better
done if we had n committes representing
hoth Houscs?

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: It wonld not he
wise to elect another Ministry of 10 mem-
hers to control the departmental offices. Oue
Minister in o department is quite sufficient.
We do not want a nomber of deputy Min-
isters to lie getting in the way of the depart-
mental oflicers.

The Minister for Mines: Tlhey ecan appoint
a committee at any time and get all the in-
formation required. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: You mean they
ean ask Ministers to get it for them.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That is what T
am saying. Ministers will feel that they
have a doty east upon them to supply the
information.  The intercsts of the State
demand it, and the people of the State will
demand that the Minister supply it. Tt is
true that under Federation Australia has
had many difficulties to contend with; but
is it not also true that when a man gets into
debt he always looks for an excused

The Minister for Mines: T believe you are
right.

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: And that when he
gots into difficultiea he tries to throw the
blame on to somebody clse?

The Miniater for Mines:
right, too.

Hen., W, C, ANGWIN: Tt can be seen in
‘Hangard '’ that two years ago the Minister
for Tiducation, speaking in another place and
searching for some excuse for the unsatis-
faetory position of Western Australin since
1916, threw all the blame on Federation.

Mr. Angelo: Threce years age T asked
questiong albout this very thing.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Which is only
prima faeie evidence that my statement is

I believe that is
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vorrect.  The hon. membgr has been tutored
to put np some excuse for the unsatisfactory
financial position of the Htate.

Mr. Thomsou: Do you say that we have
not suffered financially through Federation?

Uon, W, €. ANGWIN: [ cannot say. It
is true the people of this State have had to
pay for a duplication of offices; but they
have only paid their share of that cost, just
as have the other people of Australia. Like
the hon. wmewmber, T voted against Federation.
1 went and heard the member for Jrwin (Mr,
tinrdiner) speak onc night, but he could not
convinee me that Federation was pood for
Wegtern Australia,  But the point to-day is
that we are in Pederation, ind for any mem-
Ler to talk about withdrawing from [Federa-
tion is nothing but humbug.

The Minister for Mines: I ubject to your
eitlling the Minister for Works & humbug.

Jlton, W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1 @id not say the
Minister was a humbug; T said that to say
such o thing was humbug., Tt is too late
to talk of withdrawing. After the heavy ex-
pense of the last four or five years it is twm-
possible to place that responsibility on the
individual States.  We are now financinlly
tied in suel a manner that it is absurd to
tatk of withdrawing from Fedcration. Some
whoe have held Ministerial positions in the
FPederal Pavlinment have thought very little
of Western Australin. T visited the Eastern
Htates but once while holding Ministerial
rank, hnt I found no difficnlty whatever in
gaining admittance to the gentleman U wantedl
to sce.

Mr. Thomson:
wanted?

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: Tn some instances,
yes. | weat to see Mr. Fisher on onc ocea-
sion, | was not there two minutes before hie
appointed an officer to supply me with any
information T required. Also T had to see
Mr. Tudor. 1 was not so suceessful in that
case, heeanse the matter had bLecome a Cab-
inet decigion before T arrived. 1 went to sce
another gentleman about gome sleepers. He
sgitl he could not do what 1 wanted, beeause
liec had Australia to consider. I told him 1
liad always been of opinion that Western
Australin was a part of Australin. The
people have siuce tired of that gentleman
and sent him about his private business. He
is no longer cven a member of Parliament.
Now let us see what Western Anstralia has
gnined by TFederation; we have been told
about the losses. Take her position when the
war hroke out. Members realise that it was
impossible to go on the market to raise
wmoney. No onc realised the necessity for
loans at that juneture more than did the
members of the farmers’ party. We were
experiencing a  dronght, one of the most
sarious droughts in our history,

Mr. Thomson: We conld have issued bank
notes just as the Commonwealth did.

on. W. C. ANGWIN: We could .not.

Mr. Thomson: I mean if we had not heen
federated.

Did you get ull that you

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P, Collier: And the bank notes
would not huve been worth a penny each,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
says we could have issued bank notes if we
had not been in the Federation, but we were
federsted and therefore we could not issue
bank notes. No money could be raised.
From London we were told that the Govern-
ment should c¢ut out all public works that
were not essential, and shenld not expend
any igre money than they could help. Who
ecae to our assistance? The Liberal Gov-
crnment were in office at the time, but the
Liberal Government could not see any way
in whieh they could assist ns. Fortunately
tor Western Australia there was a change of
Government within a month or two, and Mr.
Fisher c¢ame to our assistanee with several
willions of money.

My, Luotey: MHis was the teuly National
party.

ITon. W. 4

ANGWIN: And the farmors

‘ol this State, with the assistance obtaineil

from IFederation, are in a very prosperous
vondition to-day.

Mre. Thomson:; Not only the farmers, bnt
the whole of Western Auatealia,

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: Onc of the most
important things which we had to face at
that time was the neeessity for finuncing the
farmers in the interests of the State as a
whole. The money wps mnde available, and
from that time down to 12 months ago, every
shilling of loan money uccessary for the de-
velopment of this State has been provided
by the Commonwealth,

The Minister for Works: On our credit.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: Of course; but it
wag impossible to obtain money elsewhere.

Mr. Thomsen: We had a ecouple of mil-
liou offered us.

Hon, W, . ANOGWIN: DBut that was
since the time to whieh [ am referring. Conld
we get that two million pounds to-day? We
have never been told the terms on which it
was offered to the Government. [ could say
something about that two millions if I so de-
sired, but T do not wish to go into details
at thiz stage. We know that the Common-
wealth came to owr assistance finaneially.
Therefore we  derived some gain  through
heing one of the federated States, because
independently we eould not have raised a
shilling. Lederation has been a benefit to
this State during the last five or six years.
Tt is true, as the memher for Katauning
(Mr. Thomson) stated that if the customs
duties between the various States had not
been wiped out, we might have been able to
put on a higher customs rate.

Mr. Thomson: And saved Western Ans-
tralin from being the dwmnping ground for
stuff fron the Eastern States.

Ton, W, . ANGWIN: But a good dJeal
of the money raised by way of customs duties
is coming hack to Western Australia, in ad-
dition to the £600,000 which we get direct.

Mr, Thomson: Iow many hundreds of
thousands of pounds went to Vietoria?
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Hon. W. . ANGWIN: 1 do not know.
The motion deals with Western Australia, not
with Vietorin. We have reccived a eertain
percentage of the customs duties collected by
the Commonwealth—

Mr. Thomson: A very small pereentage.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: And this in addi-
tion to the 25s. per head to which the hon,
metmber referred,

Mr. Jolnston: We are paying £8 per head
hy way of customs duties,

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: T do not care what
we are paying. We are getting bhundreds of
thousands of pounds annually back into the
State by wvariouy payments, and a greater
proportion of it represents money raised by

~way of customs duties. ¥

My, Thomson: But the people of Western
Australia are paying for it.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: 1Doca the
member expeet to gef it for nothing?

Mr. Thomson: No, but the Commonwenalih
are taking it from our right hand and put-
ting it into owr left hand.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: 8o long a3 we get
it back, what difference does it makef

Mr, Thomson: But we are net getting all
of it back, :

flon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: We have to puy
our proportion of the ecost of govermment.
Who is going to pay for the telephone whieh
the hon. member desires should he laid to
somebody s back yard$

Mr, Thomson: Did I say that?

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: T understand the
hon, member vomplained that the matter had
to be referred to Melbourne. If the member
for (tascoyne wanted something done in his
district, the same thing applies. Naturally
these matters have to be referred to the seat
of Govermment. ft is necessary that they
should be; otherwies how could the Treasurer
keep a cheek on the financea? The Federal
Treasurer must have control and these mat-
ters must be referred to Melbourne, With
regard to the transfer of properties, the Gov-
ernment should have transferred that loan or
relicved us of it. There is a sinking fund.
The Commonwealth shonld have taken these
propertics over. I agree with the member
for Irwin regarding the money taken by the
Commonwcalth from the Surplus Revenue
Fund. The Comumonwealth had no right to
do that without having first conswnited the
States. [t was a mistake on the part of the
Commonwealth.

Mr. Troy: A mistake?

Hon. W. (&, ANGWIN: Yes, intentioaal
or otherwise, but still a mistake.

The Minister for Mines: Tt might not
have been auch a disadvantage after all that
those properties were not taken over, becanse
we could not ereet similar buildings at the
samea cost,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Therc is a large
number of properties in the goldficlds areas
which the Commonwedlth should have taken
over, and when these places go down a little,
the Commonwealth do not want them.

Mr. Gardiner: The whole of the States in
1903 asked the Commonwealth to take over

fien,
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transferred properties and to take over our
responsibilities for the expenditure, and our
bonds.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: They should have
done so.

Mr. Gardiner: The Constitution says that
they shall, not may, pay us as soon as they
take them over,

Ion. W, ¢, ANGWIN: | agree that there
is no necessity for the Commonwealth to
start new departments in this State. There
wis no uccessity for them to start the Com-
monwenlth Savings Bank. This was detri-
mental to the Rtate, I think that arrange-
ments could still be made with the Common-
wealth to take over the State Savings Bank
without any loss to this State.

The Minister for Mines: Then they must
have altered since you negotiated with them.

Mr, Gardiner: They offered to allow the
States 75 per cent. of the money if permitted
to take over the savings lanks.

The Minister for Mines: But they would
not take over our scecurities.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T believe that
arrangements could he made even now. There
was no beeessity for the Commonwealth to
start an Tleetoral Department, or an Analy-
tieal Department.

Mr. Gavdiuer: Agoin they offered to take
over our Taxation Department for 20 per
eont, of what it was costing ws. I said,
‘“Right,”’ but none of the other States would
agree. , .

Hon. W. (.. ANGWIN: In al] probability
we eouldl have combined their work with ours
just as eheaply. A Commonwealth member
onee said to me that unlesy I agreed to what
he wanted he wonld start o works departinent
here or alvoeate the starting of one. T re-
plied that he could go to Ilalifax and start
it as soon as he liked. I did not agree to
what he asked. The Commonwealth Govern-
ments are all the same, and I am satisfied
that they arc trying to build up big staffs in
each State and make the positions more im-
portant.

Mr. Gardiner: Ilcar, hear!

Mr. Davies: And that will lead to unifica-
tion,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: In other words,
they are trying to bring in unifieation by
degrees, and the people of this State, mem-
bers of Purliament included, are to a ceoriain
cxtent encouraging them in this dircetion.
Twmediately the Federal Government epen a
sub-department in this State there is an agi-
tation that the State department should be
clogsed down and that there should be enly
one department. The people who thus agitate
are merely encouraging the Federal Govern-
ment to go on opening the various sub-de-
partments in the State.

Mr. Gardiner: Take the Savings Bank,
that is a striking instance,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Take the Quaran-
tine Depattment. The Statc had a Chief
Quarsntine Officer for whose services the
Commonwealth Government were contributing
£150 a year. They were not satiafied with
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this. They appointed a Chief Quarantine
Ofticer who gets about £1,000 a year and he
has some assistants. Take the Analytical
Department. The whole of the Common-
wealth work was earried on by this State
for £400 a ycar, The Commonwealth were
not satisfied and appointed an analyst of
their own who gets £800 to £1,000 a year
and has g staff of assistunts, ‘This is largely
due to the faet that the men appointed set
out to build up big staffs. This development
is noticeable within the State also. Once a
small department is opened the officers never
rest until the make it of such importance
that they will be able to command a higher
sulary and run the State into greater ex-
pense.

Hon. P. Collier: The people in the out-
Iying portions of this State have the same
complaint against centralisation here as we
have againat federation.

Mr. Willeock: Quite so.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: [ think that we
in Wegtern Australia suffer a lot, and cven
more than the other States, from the fact
that our Federal representatives do not make
Western Australia their hoe.

Mr. Harrison: The sooner they move the
seat of government to Canberrn, the hetter
it will be for all,

Hen, W, (% ANGWIN: Our members in
the Federal Parlinment come to Western
Australia tor a week or two evgry year.
When a member has been residing in Mel-
hourne for 20 years, his politiva are not those
of Western Australiz. s environment is
sneh that his polities become Vietorian and
all his views shape themselves according to
the policy of the Press of Vigtorin which is
hefore him day after day. le cannot pet
away from that environment, aml we in con-
sequence are suffeving, perhaps more than
any other State. 1n 1915 o Federal member
in Sydney tokl me that he would like to
ropresent Western Awstralin in the Federal
Partinment. I asked him the reason. Tle
replied, *fIT there is Ileaven in politics, it is
in representing Western Australia in the
Federal Parliament.”’ T said, *“How do you
make that out any more than in the case of
Now South Wales!'” He replied, *‘A West
Anstralian represeniative need go baek only
ance a year and then the people make a hero
of him, but if I do not visit my State once
a fortnight, the people want to know what
has become of we.’’ That is the difference
in the position, We in Western Australia
suffer beeause our members stay away too
long from the conntry they represent. If
this convention is to he held, it is necessary
that every preparation should be made to
place all the information available before
the delegates who will represent the State.
We should get it out of our heads that there
s any possibility that we ean get out of
Federation. We cannot do so and must make
the hest of a bad bargain. Above all things,
do not et us blame the Federal Government in
regard to our own debts. We are responsible
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vurselves for these. Let us take our share
of the responsibility. Waestern Australia,
although perhaps not in as good a position
as we would like it to be, is probably as
sound financially as any of the other States.
We have to pay our share of Federation;
we must pay our share of old-age pensions
and iuvalid peusions; we must contribute
towards the upkeep of our post olhce and the
Jefenee Department, and all the other de-
partmments which are run in the interests of
the general community.

Mr. Hurrison: Not forgetting the baby
honus.

ITon, W. . ANGWIN: We lave to pay
that too, and we nre getting it back. We
have to contribute our share towards the
whole cost of ndministration in Western Aus-
tralia, in conjunction with that in the other
States. We are sometimes prone to condemn
the Federal people too stromgly. The Min-
ister for Works said that they were extrava-
wit, and that the roof wonld probably fall
down it he spoke ng the Federnl Government
descrved of their extravazance. I do not
know why the roof of this (hamber has not
fallen in hefore. | have heard the Minister
make the very building vibrate with the
sonnd of his voice in speaking of the ex-
travagance ot the Labour Government when
they were in office,  If the Labour Govern-
ment were extravagant, what ean be said of
the extravagunce which has oecurred since!
There is no doubt the convention will he
lieldd at an carly date. | hope Ministers
will set about ebtaining all the infermation
neeeasary to supply to those who are eleectod
to the conveution, so that they may
place the regnirements of Western Australia
before that body when it incets. While that
is heing done, Jot us wot appoint cight or
ten extra Ministers to assist the  (Govern-
uent,  So long as Ministers arve supported
by a majority of the House, § do not
eare who they uare, for they will be
the proper people to place oor views
hefore the convention.  FThe responsibility
must rest on the shoolders -of the execuntive
heads of this State. They are the people
who should colleet the information required.

M. Harrison: Vo vou not agree with a
comittee domg it!

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: W have a com-
mittee of cight Ministers elected@ by Parlia-
ment. Tf members on the cross beneches have
o confidence in them, let them put the Gov-
ernment out of office. It has surprised me of
late to notice how often members on the eross
benches have requested that certain things
should be done which would tie the hands of
the Ministry. They evidently do not trust
Ministers.

Han, P. Collier: We have to stand by the
Government at every turn.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: On uvery occasion
that a man is in diffieulties he tries to throw
the blame on someone clse,

fMr. Foley took the Chair.]



[17 Novemser, 1920.|

The MINISTER 1POR MINES (Hon, 1
Seaddan-- Albany) [8.20]: T wish to dis-
sacinte myaclf from the remarks of the Min-
ister for Works. Seeing that e has made a
statement on the matter, it may be imagined
even by hon. members, that it was a Min-
isterinl statement.  On this question he and
I differ, and are almost ns far apart as the
poles. | hope T am o good Australian. My
interests, both politically and privately, .und
in every other respect, ave first of all Western
Australian, 1 want to sea \Western Australia
receive proper treatment at the hands of the
Foederal autharities whilst we remain a part
of the PFederation, Al this talk ahout eut-
ting the painter with the vest of Mustralia
iv nonsense. Te do so would be impossible
and impractieable, and it is only beating the
atr to talk about it. T agree that we have
a good case to put hefore the Tedernl an-
thorities with regard to the special treat-
moent we should reecive at their hands, as
com) ared with that aceorded to the rest of
Australin. 1 think they realise it to a ecer-
tain coxtent, though not to the full extent.
They uare not likely to realise it to the full
until the IlPedernl representatives who are
sl to represemt Australia, eome to \West-
erit Australia and sty on the spot some of
the problems they ought to understand, and
that they have to face ag well as we have
in the gool government of the Common-
wealth. | do not altogether agree with some
of the statements that have been made with
regard te our Eederal representatives. [
they have Tailed us they have only Failed us
in eommon with other people who have been
placed in the sume position.  lFvery party
in this State, and in the other States of the
Commonwealth, has made exactly the sane
gtatement about the representatives of the
ather parties which sit in the Federal Par-
liament. | have no lesitation in saying that,
whether it be the Labour party, the National
party or the country party, that is repre-
gented in the  IPederal Pavliament, before
many years have passed we shall find repre
sentatives of the other parties declaving that
this party has neglected the interests of
Western Awustralin, and become absorbed in
thoge of Vieteria and New South Wales.

;\Ir. Troy: What lhas the Senate done for
usy

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They were
all right a little while ago. [t is more a
matter of opposing the representatives of the
other parties than it is of actually deerying
their value, because they have uwot interested
themselves in Western Avstralian affairs, T
agree with the member for Trwin (Mr. Gar-
diner) that the Senate is a huge faree, the
rreatest farce ever perpetrated upon a de-
mocratic community., [t will not help us,
however, to say while the Senate lusts that
it is a farce, and take no action to ubolish
it or improve it. T de not think it is pos-
sible to abo)ish the second Chamber in Aus-
tralin. For many reasons, which I mnegd not
go into now, it might he dangerona to do so.
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My personal helief is that the Senate should
he made a State House for the purpose of
petting over the difficulty such as that which
mpse in conneetion with the Heferendum,
The Pederal authorities said to the smaller
States, ** We will give you the seeond Cham-
her in whieh yon will receive equal répresen-
tation.””  They overlooked the fact that we
were gradually growing towards a method of
clection to the Federal as well as the State
Parlinments on definite party lines, and that
souner or later it would not be a State
House representing State matters, but would
he a llouse on the same lines as the House
of Representatives, although elected on o
different basis, representing purcly party in-
terests.  Take 8ir Josioh Synwon, one of the
hest ropresentatives the Benate ever had, from
the point of view of lis consideration of Aus-
tralinan interests, ns well as the interests of
hig own State.  He stood up for those in-
terests cven agninst hi®s own party, until
finatly he refused to accept the dietates of
that party when the fusion took place, He
stond for the Senuate at the following clec-
tion, amd we all know how he came out. At
the prrevious clection when he was attached
to his party he enme out nt the top of the
pall.  Whiist we may talk about there being
no party from the point of view of ‘the best
interests of the country, when it comes to i
question of eleetion we know that the party
question is «driven home to us with the objeet
of defeating the other man., That iz what
really happens.  [f we divide ourselves into
small  seetions, the other party that
is well  organised must  defeat our in-
terests.  That s the condition of affairs
that exists in Australia. If we want a
seeond  Chamber that is to be cssentially
a State Chamber, we should see that it is
cleeted  dircet  from  representatives of our
Atate Parliament. Tt should he made up of
men wio have sat in our own Parliament,
not, however, of men who have heen sitting
day after day dealing only with matters
which have heen dealt with by another
Chamber.

Mr. Gardiner: Would there not be a likeli-
Lhood of the samwe party feeling coming up
again in sueh a Parliament?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not to the
sime extent, There have been many oeca-
stons whoen we have had to elect seleet com-
mittees. I know of enly one instanee in
whiech there was a squabble over such an
election. 1t is a simple matter te appoint a
sclect committee to make inquiries affecting
the welfare of only one person, but it would
he diffieult to nppoint representatives to go
trom thiz Parliament at £1,000 a year to
dectde upon all those issues which go vitally
affect our welfare. Many of our difficulties
to-day are apparently due to our being so
far removed from the seat of government.
The same complaints we are making against
the Federal Government are constantly being
made in {different parts of the State ngainst
the State Government, T do not know how
that is to be got over.



1696

Mr. Troy: By some other system.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It may
be posgible to have some better systew, but
I have never scen anything different in any
other part of the world. The more remote
parts of the State complain about the cen-
tralised * system of administration, or that
some influence is brought to bear at the seat
of government against some outlying part of
the State. The member for Kalgoorlie knows
that when he first atood for Parliament in
Kalgoorlie he declared that if he were
eleeted he would live in his olectorate and
not in Perth, and that he would not be in-
fluienced by Perth. Jt was not long beforce
he had to do the same as other membera had
te do. He could not attend to his dutics and
have his home in Kalgoorlie. Many people
in the country imagine that because one’s
parlinmentary duties compel one to live near
the seat of government, one has no interest
in the affairs of the country, This is par-
ticularly so in regard to Ministers. The
same thing applies to our Federal members.
They eaunot come here every fortnight.

Mr. Troy: Some of them do not even cone
here onge a year.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: Probably
they do not come herg as frequently as they
might, but the Federal Parliament sits very
often, As the member for North-East I're-
mantle has said, State members themgelves
are sometimes responsible for that condition
of affairs. We frequently get requests fromn
our clectors unpon purely Federal matters,
We should say that we are not going to at-
tendd to sueh matters, that the people have
their Tederal representatives for this pue-
pose, and that we bave no right to interfere
with them and that they should pass the
matter on to the right quarter. I receive
more requests from my electors on Federal
affairs than does the Federal representative,
Mr. Prowse. They do not seem to know
that he is their member for Federal matters.
And all State members find themselves in
the same position. We State members ought
to refuse to deanl with such requests. We
ought to refuse even in the interests of our
Federal members. If a matter arises which
affects our intereats and concerns the Federal
authorities, we ought to put it before our
Federal members, Our Pederal members
complain that when they come over here, ng-
body says anything to them about Federal
matters. It is true that the newspapers
make a noisc on that subject sometimes, Bnt
the fact is that we do not use our Federal
members as we ought to use them, We ought
to ecompel them to take sufficient interest in
these matters to make them cffectnally our
PFederal members, Tt iz the most diffienlt
thing in the world to get the Federal mem-
bers representing this State to come together
for the purposc of considering wmatters sub-
mitted to them. T supposec they, like State
memlers, are slightly jealous of each other,
particularly if they happen to belong to dif-
ferent partics. T.et me point out that a
State member will rise here and ask ques-

[ASSEMBLY.)

tions concerning another member’s constit-
uency, for the purpose of getting one in on
that member and making his electors think
that he is neglecting their interests. DPos-
sibly my remarks will be interpreted by hon.
members as meaning that we have not a
special case calling for special consideration
at the hands of the Federal Government. T
think we have such a cage. T have raised
my voice against the intrusion of the Fed-
cral Government into the State sphere of
activity. T contend that the Commonwenlth
Government mnever had any reason for es
tablishing a Commonwealth Savings Bank.
The Btate Governments were doing the Sav-
ings DBank work quite well. I fought
against  the introduetion of the Common-
wealth Savings Bank. However, merely 1o
put our heads in the sand ss regards this
matter wonli be absurd. There are the two
Navings Banks gide by side, competing with
cach other.  An hon, member suggested here
reeentiy that we ought to inerease the rate
of interest in our State Savings Bank merely
for the purpose of getting more of our peo-
ple’s money away from the Commonwealth
Savings Bank. We ought not to consider
the matter from that standpeint, It is the
people’s money that is in question, anit the
sume people who ake up the State make
up the Commonwealth aiso. Tt is to the
interest of the people that we should use
their money at as little administrative cost
a3 possible. The administrative cost to-day
is doubled all nlong the line. If the (om-
monwealth Gevernment will not meet us to
our complete satisfaction, we must go some
way to meet them. Indced, the people are
compelling us to do thut. The people are
saying that there is no reason for all this
duplication,  $till, very few in this com-
wunity really onderstand or appreciate that
the Federal Government belongs to them
just ag much as decs the State Government,
and  that thevy can influence the Federal
tovernment in exactly the snme way as
they can influence the State Government.
I do not hold with the idea that there must
be wnanimity among the State Governments
before they can approach the Tederal Gov.
crnment, At Premiers’ Conferenees 1 have
seen more than one battle royal between
Now South Wales and Victeria out of
which possibly we vcould have got some
advantage. More than onee at Conferenves
the Prime Minisier has Inid it down that
unless the States are unanimous on a sub-
jeet, the Commonwealth Government ean
o nothing with regard to it. Persenally [
helieve that Vietoria and New Sonth Wales
will always put their heads together -to
prevent agreement among the States on
certain subjects. If we ean make a satis-
factory arrangement with the Federal Gov-
ernment, we ought to make it. T believe
we conld get proper eonsideration from the
Federal authorities, The member for Perth
(Mr. Tlkington) the other night spoke
usbout a certain action of this Government
as being opposed to the spirit of the Fed.
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cral Constitution. At the very time the
hon, member was saying this, T was advised
that the speecial tribunal set up by the
Pederal Government to deal with the priece
of coal had decided on an incremse of 3s.
per ton, Although [, as Minister for Rail-
wiys, am the biggest user of coal in West-
ern Australia, [ was never consulted as to
whether there was any necessity to put up
the price, However, the Commonwealth
tiovernment are not likely to do anything
injurious ta Vicioria, and so Morwell coal
has bheen cxempted from the inerease in
price, oatenaibly becouse that coal is to be
nged Ffor the purpese of generating
electricity, which in turn is to be used for
the establishment of industries in Victoria.
Three shillings per ton has been put on te
the price of Cellic coal, which we desire to
uge in order to estublish industries in West-
ern Anstealin. “We shall be unable to do so
if the increased price continues.

My, Davies: Did the Vietoriun Govern-
ment agree to the cxemption of Morwell
eual?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
eare whether they agreed or not. If the
Federal Government have noet power to
cempel nll the States to act on the one
bagis, then the Ifederal Coustitution is not
worth a dump,  In that case the proper
course wotld be for ong State to take up
the public utilities of all the States and
sy, “Hang the Llederal Government!’’
Here in Western Australia we are attempt-
ing to halance up the population of the
continent, but we get no consideration
fiom the Federal Government, While we
have a pood deal to say te the Federal Gov-
ernment, we arce not going to say it in the
faghion that is preposed and get any con-
sideration. 'The proper method is fivat of
all to deaw the uttention of cur Tederal
representatives to  the  disabilities under
which we snffer, and ingist that they shall
teke 2 propur stand in  the matler
Although we have ouly five members in a
House of 75, still, they represcnt the bal-
ance of power, .\ single Tasmanian repre-
sentutive once stood at the Table of the
House of Representatives and said, ‘‘1 am
1ol attached to any party, and 1 am only
one representative, but 1 hold the fate of
Auvstralin in my hands.”” TIf oue Tas
manian representative could do that, five
Western Australinn representatives can do
it in the House of Representatives, and mix
Western Australian senators can do it in
the Senate. We have roughly ope-third of
the continent to develop; and, as [ have
4aid at Premiers! Conferences, it is uscless
to talk about populating Australin if the
whole of the population is to be placed on
onc side of Australia, which will mean
over-balancing the continent. We have to
develop this western part of Augtralia, and
we can only do it by encouragement of our
industries, The Eastera States were able
to develop their industries prior to Federa-
tion, Tn pre-Federal days the only import-
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ant indostry we had, our only industry
worth consideration, was gold mining.
With some of the things said by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Hom. W. C.
Angwin) 1 agrece, and I am even prepared
to endorse some of the contentions of the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson);
but T submit that if this community of
300,000 souls had not been in the Federa-
tion when the war took place, we could
never have got through,

The Minister for Worka: We would have
had double the population but for Federa-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I[n apite
of that, 1 still say we could not have got
through, We would not have had a hope in
lite. As it is, we got tbrough better than
must other countries.

Mrp, Harrison: We had
hreakfast table in the world,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:, Some
henefits have aeerued to Western Australia
from Iederation, but thogse benefits have
heen Jurgely counterbalanced by the fact
that the Commonwoealth has never shown
an. appreeintion of our special difficulties
a4 the youngest State with the largest area
#and almost the smallest population. After
the- Melbeurne land boom burst, Vietoria
was saved "by this State; and Vietoria
ought to show us some cunsideration to-
duy. But I am afraid we are apt to forget
the fact that the differences between the
Federal Government and the CGoveroment
of this State ure net all the (difficulties
which coufront Western - Australia to-day.
The disabilitics under which our people
Inhour, are greater than any of those
arising in connection with BState Govern-
mient activitics, Beenusc of Federation our
base wmetal producers have suffered moss
severely—perhaps more severcly than any-
one else has suffered because of Federal
poliey. [If we are going to have an inguiry
as proposed, it should be an inguiry from
all points of view., It should not be re-
stricted to onc depurtment alone, but it
should vcover all the factors which have a
hearing upon the development of our in-
dustries. We should ask the Tederal Gov.
ormanent to take into covsideration the re-
moval of certain cmbargoes. We should
ask the Federal Government whether they

the cheapest

cannot under the Federal Constitution
aggist us with hounties. I econtend that
RPederal bounties should not go only to

Quecnsland for the purpese of eatablishing
the sugar industry, but also to Western
Australin for the purpose of developing
some of our national resources.

Mr. 'Thomson :

What about my com-
mittee?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,

member has in mind the cstablishment of a
committee of members of Parliament,

Mr. Thomson: Not necessarily memhers
of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With ns-
sistance from outside, we have already drawn
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the attention of the Federal Government to
some of Western Australia’s disabilities.
Diut we are not going to get our disabilities
vemoved by having three members of Parlia-
ment, or gix members of Parliament, going
round the Federal departments and taking
votes here and there and so imagining that
they are getting up a ease which the Federal
Government will take seriously. The Federal
Government will not take the slightest notiec
of such a case. They will say, ‘“As a Gov-
einment we st deal with a Government.
If you have a case, make it as n Govern-
ment. '’ Qur people arc suffering severely
by reason of the embargoes imposed by the
Federal Government, and the proper course
is to advise the members interested in the in-
dustries concerned, and thosa members will
seeure redress.  The bnse metal producers
brought their ease to we, and [ approached
Mr., Watt, the Paderal Treasurer, and pointed
out the difficaltics under which they were
lahguring. T knew that the industry was
practically erippled by the embargo. T at-
tended the deputation not for the purpose of
making ont a case for these people because I
did not know it, but I wanted to ghow that
the Mines Department was sympathetie with
them in their efforts to try to get the dis-
abilities removed. When T lheard their ease,
T was sntisfied that they had made out a
good one for the Federal Government to eon-
gider. Ther got that consideration. T do not
deny that some of these things which have
been done by the Federal Government have
been most harmful to this State, but the
actions of the lPederal Govermment in those
instances were absolutely essential during
war time and for a period subsequently. TE
an injury was donc to industry in this State
for the goed of the rest of Auwstralin and
for the Empire as well, uow that times are
getting back to normal, we should be repaid
by assistance vendered to us by the rest of
Australia. T have tried to get that nssist-
snee, but have not been able to get it so
far. There is the base metal industry, for
instance. T want the Fesleral Government to
appreciate the diffienlties that that industry
has experienced. T want them to assisk in
repaying for the hardships that industry has
gone through, and to help that and other in-
dustries in Western Australia as well to re-
cstablish themselves,

My, Gardiner: They are taking 75 per
cent. of the profits of the mines now,

The MINTSTER FPOR MINES: We have
to contend with very pgreat difficnlties. I do
not think that the wmotiom will be of any
avail except in co far as it has eaused a is-
cussion, whieh in itself is valuable. T beliave
that the amcndment by the member for
Katanning, if agreed to, would he even loss
effective. Having drawn attention to the
necessity for presenting the ease for Westarn
Australia in its strongest phascs, the Gov-
crnment, I am sure, will continue as they
have bern deing, to prepare the case for the
Tederal eonvention, should it be held, with
a view to enabling the people in the Fast to
got a hetter appreciation of the difficnltics
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we are confronted with., We want to joepare
a case that will enable ‘members who are
elected to take part in the convention, to
fight on clear issues to secure the removal of
the disabilities a3 they cxist at present. [
am not a little Australian. 1 want to sce the
whole of Australia developed. Tt i3 a trem-
endous task and is almost too great for the
few people we have to attempt jt. As the
tusk of developing Western Australia is a
huge one for the State Govermnent, o also
is the task of developing Anstralin as a
whole, n huge one for the Federal Govern-
ment.  While 1 ask for generous treatment
to be extended by the community to any Gov-
crnnmient, no matter who. they may be, in
charge of the affairs of the State, 1 sugpgest
that the same generous feeling should be ex-
tended to the Commonwealth Government in
their task of devcloping Australia teo. Tt
is uo easy tagk. We have a duty to perform
in drawing attention to those disahilitios
which cxist in our own State, and let us go
to the convention fully armed with all in-
tormation upon the serious questions which
will be submitted to tha convention for eon-
sideration,

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [949]): 1 do
not support the amendment because 1 do not
think it will serve any good purpese, and, as
the Minigter for Mines has already pointed
out, the motion only serves the purposes of
a general Jiscussion. A considerible amount
of complaint has been wmade regarding the
injugtice done to Western Australin by the
Federal (overnment. | bave no doubt that
we can elnim that bad Western Austiralia
not entered federation, the finaneial position
ef this State wonld have been better than it
is to-day.  (ur population would probably
have been larger; our imdustries would have
heen further advanced, and we would have
been largely self-eontained so far as sceond-
ary industries are concerned. Cur chief dis-
akility is thaf, with the removal of the ens-
toms barriers, a great majority of our se:.
oudary industrics have been destroyed be-
cause they conld not compete with the larger
business eoneerns in the Eastern Sintes.

Mr, Mouwey: They were established carlier
over there.

Mr. TROY: There is also another reason.
‘The business firms in Western Anstralin are
largely branches of businesges in the East-
ern States, Naturally, such firms are averse
ta spending their capital in this State, see-
ing that they have go much alveady invested
in the Eastern States, from where they are
able to supply the needs of the samaller popu.
tation in Western Australia. We complain that
we have lost, necording to the report of the
Under Treasurer, Mr. Owen, practically eight
millions of revenue which would have come
to Weatern Avstralia if it had not heen for
federation, and we also have reason to com-
plain regarding the great extravagance of
the Federal Government, particnlarly the
present Federal Government. Quite without



any party bias, we can readily admit that
the present Federal Government is the most
extravagant we have known., That extrava-
pance is notable in Western Australin. We
also complain of the fact that the Federal
Government have developed a considerable
number of departments which could have
been carried on by one authority. The work
of some of these departinents conld just as
well have been carried out by the State de-
partments. I have in mind the Repatriation
Department which is ereeting soldiers’ homes
in this State. That work could easily have
been done by the Workers’ Homes Board
here and the work could have been done more
reasonably and more efficiently than it is
bLoing done by the Federal Government. I
shall not be surprised if we hear a lot more
abont the soldiers’ homes in the future, and
when that question is looked into, the results
will not be very creditable to the Federal
department eoncerned. I do not complain
that we feel the Federal bond in this State,
Lecause, as already pointed out, the com-
plaint of Western Australia regarding want
of sympathy and the centralisntion by the
Foederal Government in Melbourne, is only
the complaint which the people in the back
country have regarding the State Q(overn-
ment in Western Australia. It is only natural
that that should be so beeause members who
represent Western Australia in the Federal
Parliament are too far removed from the
people they represent to give effective con-
sideration to the wishes of their constituents
here. Unless members of Parliament keep
in touch with their econstituenis, and have
something in comimon with the people they
represent, they adapt themselves to the con-
ditions obtaining in the eities. As a result,
I have no doubt the Wegtern Australian
members in the ¥ederal Parliament have,
probably unconsciously, adopted a Melbourne
attitude, and they are pot serving the best
interests of the people of Western Australia,
L do not know whether the Mlinmister for
Mines eorrectly stated that I agreed that
several senators who represent Western Aus-
tralia have been our best representatives.
For a number of years I have beon dissatis-
fied with them. I have considered for a long
time that they could have used what ability
they possessed in conserving the interests of
Woestern Anstralia far more energetically
than they have done for years past. Apart
from that, I am rather glad that the pres-
sure of the Federal bond has beed felt in
thia State for I have realised that the Fed-
era]l Government have been invading avenues
in this State which should have been left to
the SBtate. Since the Federal Government
continue to create further departments, I
believe the time is eoming when there will
be n system of unification. The present Par-
liamentary system docs not adequately serve
the intereats of the people of Australia, and
the time will come when it will be abandoned
in favour of some more efficient system. The
present gystem is obsolete. The grievance
the people of Perth have against the Federal

[61]

[17 NoveEMBER, 1920.]

1699

Purliament is the grievance my constituents
have against the State Government.

The Minister for Mines: The same thing
applies to every Goverumecnt.

Mr, TROY: There is no doubt about that.
Wherever there is the pressure of population,
the interests of that population will be served
at the expense of the people in the back
country., The time is ripe for the introdue-
tion of a new form of pgovernment in
Australin, 1 am satisfod that Western
Australin cannot develop the North-West of
Western Australia, although I am quite pre-
pared to give the Government every ecredit
for being in earnest regarding the develop-
ment of that portion of the State. Aithough
the Minister for the North-West, Mr. Cole-
bateh, is enthusiastic anccording to iz
speeches, the Government have neither the
money nor the opportunity of looking after
the intercsts of the North-West as they
should he attended to.

[The Speaker resmned the Chair.]

The Premier: We will probably look after
them hetter than the interests of the North-
ern Territory have been looked after by the
Federal Government.

Mr. TROY: That may be so, but we cannot
do much. Our population is too small. The
Federal Government will never lend money
for the depevelopment of the North-West
although Mr, Miles, M. 1.C., and others may
think that they will be able to get moncy
fiom them. The Federal Government iwill
not lend that money unless we hand over to
that Government authority over that part of
this State,

The Premier: The Federal UTovernment
would not have more peoplc there if they
took it over. It would be developed with
Our money,

Mr. TROY: This State has neither the
population nor the money to do the work.

The Premier: We have both.

Mr. TROY: My experience in Western
Australia is that whenever facilities are to
be cut down, those in the country are dealt
with first. Whenever the Government hava
to retrench, it is done in the country first.

The Minister for Mineg: If the Federa!
Government could make B survey of the
North-West, we could develop it better than
they could.

Mr. TROY: They are not going to do
that. They will not sperd a penny in our
territory.

The Minister for Mines: It is their terri-
tory just as mueh as it iz ours.

Mr. TROY: That may.be so, but unless
they have the territory they will not spend
money there,

The Minister for Mines:
prover Australian attitude,

Mr, TROY: The Federal Government have
never advanced money for infernal develop-
ment of a State.

The Minister for Mines: Of course they
have, What about the Murray River water

That is not a
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acheme?
there.

Mr, TROY: Yes, but that money is only
leut to the State concerned.

The Minister for Mines: No, the Federal
Government arc taking separate responsi-
bilities for that money.

Mr. TROY: 1 did not know that.

The Minister for Mines: Why can they
not do that for Western Australia?

Mr. TROY: However, apart from that, 1
think that Western ;Australia is too big
for one Government.

The Fremicr: Australia, you might also
add, is too big for one Government.

Mr. TROY: The north of Queensland
cannot be adequately administered from
Brisbane. The northern part of New South
Wales is agitating for separation from the
Government at Sydney.  The Riverina is
carrying on an agitation for a separate pro-
vince. South Australin had to give up the
Northern Territery because it was too big
andl too weighty.

Mr, Johnston:
State.

Mr. TROY: It would be a good thing
it the southern portion and north-western
portion of Western Australia. were declared
separate States. T welcome the fact that
the activities of tha Federal Government
gr¢ tending towards unification. We_ have
no reason to cavil at the Senate being u
party House.  Our Logislative Council is
a purty Mouse. The Senmate is more traly
representative than is our Laogislative Coun-
¢il. 1 sce no hope of the people of West-
ern Australia getting gelf government un
til mnother convention is Teld, and until
tho individual Btates are constituted on a
different clectoral basia. We have to ap-
proach the pogition sooner or later. The
Todern] Government are short of money and
will be shorter still, and in conscquonce
the States will receive less and less. The
sponer we have o convention which will fix
the revenues of the States, fix the activi-
tics of all Governments and give the peopls
of Australin more local representation, thoe
hetter it will be for us all round.

Un motion by Mr Brown, debate ad-
journed.

They are spending three millions

AMildura wants another

BILIL—PREVENTION OF CRUELTY
TO ANIMALS,

Second Reading. i

Mr. SMITH {(North Perth) [10:2] in
moving the second reading said: I feel sure
all members will gree to pass the sccond
reading without delay. The Rill is a very
oscellent one. It has passed the Com_mﬂ.

Mr. Munsie: That makes me suspicious
of it.

e SMITH: Tt has reeeived all the neces-
sary amendments in that House, and has
come to ns in modern form. Therefore,
there is not much need to further amend
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it. I hope it will meet with the approval
of every member who has the welfare of
the brute ¢reation at heart. 1t may be said
that the amendments introduced in the Bill
might have been brought down in the form
of an amendment of the existing Aet. How-
ever, owing to the length of time which has
clapsed gince that Aet was passed, so many
amendments have becomc necessary that it
would be undesirable to bring down an
amending Bill.  ¥ar better is it to have
a new Bill altogether. In connection with
landl administration we have no fewer than
6 amending Acts which, it will be ad-
mitted, must he very confusing to all con-
cerned, The Bill consolidates the best in
the existing Aet, with many modern amend-
ments  taken from other States where the
legislation is more up to date. The result
is a veally good Bill, and I am sure hon.
members will find a difficulty in suggesting
improvements,

Mr. Pickering: You have not told us much
about it.

The Premier: He has told you everything.

Mr. SMITH: The BRill has been on the
Notire Paper for somc weeks, and now the
member for Sussex iz 30 anxious to pass it
that he cannot wait to huve its provisions
explained. T am pleased to know that the
hen. member is so enthusiastic, and T
hope he will not be the cause of
any unnecessery delay, If hon, members
will refer jto .the memorandum of the
Bill they will there see the chief amend-
ments to the existing Aet. Clanse 4 con-
tains onc of them. With the exeeption of
the several paragraphs, the provisions in
that clause are all in the existing Act.

Mr, Maley: That does not convey much
information to ua.

Mr. SMITH: If the hon. member will
read the clause, he will see exactly what it
contains. Necessarily the Bill eonfers cor-
tain powera on the Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you mot think we
ought to have the Act administered by a
board?

Mr, SMITH: No board is provided for.
That is one of the merits of the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: One of its defects,
surely,

Mr. SMITH: 1 am confident the leader
of the Opposition will give the Bill strong
support. * Obviously, the Bill must be nd-
ministered by somebody, and in this State
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals makes it its business to earvy
out this work. I should like to pay n
tribute to Mr, Titus Lander, once a mem-
ber of this House, for the very excellent
work he did in connection with that society.
Tt is almost entirely due to his wonderful
energy that the society has attained so
strong a position in Western Australia.
The member for Guildford reminds me that
Mr. Lander’s work for the society was en-
tirely honorary. At all events, the State
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to-day is reaping the benefit of that work.
I will not weary the House by recounting
what the society has done, for all are fully
seized of the excellent work of that
organisation, which deserves to be backed
up by seme statutory authority for its
activities. One of the main features of the
Bill is the prevemtion of pigeon-shooting
from traps.

Mr, Troy: What do you think about that?

Mr, SMITH: I think it is an exceedingly
crucl practice. There is also a provision
against traficking in worn-out horses,
Members know that a great deal of that
traffic is going on. Many horses, unfit for
work, are sold for a song,

Mr. Maley: What is the difference be-
tween shooting pigeons out of traps and
shooting them elsewhered

Mr. SMITH: We will deal with that
when we come to the clause.

Mr. Pickering: You would not have them
shot in the traps, would you?

Mr, SMITH: Another provision deals
with the laying of poison.

Mr. Maley: Poison for rabbits?

Mr. Duff: I had 48 sheep destroyed in
one night by wild dogs.

Mr, SMITH: I am speaking of the lay-
ing of poison in towns, where very fre-
quently it is picked up by animals feor
whom it was not intended. In some cases
we have bad ehildren peisoned in the same
way., Another provision is for the destrue-
ticn of animals suffering from disease or
uccident. The existing Act does not give
the society power to destroy am animal
with a broken leg. ’

Mr. Maley: But the laying of poison
could be prohibited by the loecal aunthority.

My, SMITH: That means has been found
ineffective. ~ There is also a provision in
regard to the doping of racehorses, which
will appeal to hon. members interested in rac-
ing. Jt has been held to be a cruel prac-
tiee, and the Bill seeks to put a stop to it.
Hon, members will agree that it is a very
degirable provision. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion
adjourned. '
b -
"RILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Dchate resumed from the 28th Oetober.

The PREMTER (Hon. .J. Mitehell—Noz-
tham) [10.15]: The question of extending
the franchise for another place haa been
discussed session after session for a very
long time. T hope that members will have
none of this Bill. The measure does not
anticipate merely the simple change which
the leader of the Opposition would lead us
to believe. He wants to abolishk every ex-
isting qualification.

by the Premier, debate
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Mr, Munsie: That is so,

Mr, Troy: What is wrong with that$

The PREMIKR: The present qualifica-
tions for another place have stood the teat
of time,

Mr. Willeock: But have not given asatis-
faction.

The PREMIER: Under this proposal
every qualification must go, and in place
we are to have household franchise.

Mr, Troy: Is the test of time the only
Justification for retaining the present
qualifieation?

The PREMIER: I know that thig Bill
does not go so far as some members would
like to go.

Hon. P. Collier: No wonder we are drift-
ing towards unification,

The PREMIER ; Some members would
like to abolish the franchise, and even the
Upper House itself.

Hon. P, Collier: It is too moderate.

Mr. Wiilcock: That is so.

The PREMIER: The 1leader of the
Opposition would have ud bhelieve that the
Upper House is eclected entirely by rich
men,

Mr. Munsie: So it is.

The PREMIER: And that only the rich
man has the right to vote for representa-
tives in that House. I would emphasise that
the Upper House is the House of the married
man and the thrifty man, TFor every vote
for the TUpper House possessed by rich
men in this State, [ venture {o say there are
100 votes excrcised by men of comparatively
small means.

My, Munsie: Hundreds of married men
have pot a vote for it at all

The PREMIER: Aimost every married
man in this State bas a vote for the Upper
House.

Mr. Munsie: There are hundreds on the
fields who for years have not had a vote
for it.

The PREMIER: ZEvery married man liv-
ing in a house has a vote for the Upper
House, for surely there is not a hounse in this
country that is not worth £17 a year!

Mr. Mungie: There are hundreds on the
fields who cannot get a vote for it.

The PREMIER: If a man lives in a house
worth £17 per amnum he has a vote for the
Council. If he owns £50 worth of freehold
land, or if he holds leasehold he has a vote.

Mr. Munsie: There are thousands who do
not own £50 worth of freehold land.

The PREMIER: Every man who wishes
cen do se. Surely everyone who wishes to
¢qualify can qualify under the present fran-
chise.

Mr. Munsie: No.

The PREMIER: Surely every man oc-
cupying a house worth the name has a vote
for the Upper House.

Mr, Munsie: He has not.
The PREMIER: I think he has.
Mr, Willeock: Many will not get their

names on the rolls for fear of being pro-
secuted.
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The PREMIER: I think we ought to re-
member just how low the presemt qualifica-
tion is. The ownership of £50 worth of
land, not £50,000 worth, not £5000 worth,
not £50¢ worth, but £30 worth, cntitles a
man to a vote. If he has £50 worth of land
in Kalgoorlie and £30 worth in Perth he has
a vote for both provineca. Some people arc
under the impression that only the man who
owns a congiderable amount of property has
a right to vote for the Council. I wish to
impress upon members that the qualifieation
is # very moderate one,

Ion. P. Collier: So moderate that it ex-
cludes 100,000 of those entitled to vote.

The PREMTER: But they need not be
excluded,

Hon. P. Collier:
they are excluded.

The PRIEMIER: They need not be ex-
cloded. Every man who does his duty and
takes unto himself a wife must have a vote.

Mr. Munsie;: Not under the present fran-
chise.

The PREMIER:
franchise.

Mr., Munsie: Then how is it that there
are only about 12 electors with votes in the
Forrest electorate?

The PREMIER: Is there a married
man in Perth occupying a house which i3 not
worth £17 a year? I know of oniy one.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: If there is one that
is quite sufficient.

The PREMIER: No, that does not prove
the rule; that is the exeeption, I am talking
about the 120,000 men in the metropolitan
area. Every married man in the metropolitan
ares must have a vote for the Council, Every
man who owns a small block of land must
have a vote. On the goldfields, and in other
parts of the State, many people oceupy tem-
porary houses,

Mr, Munsie: Really substantial four-
roomed houses for which they cannot get a
vote.

The PREMIER: 1 cannot understand
that, though wo all know that in the pioneer-
ing stages, and on the goldfields and in the
timber areas, people do live in makeshift
places. I do not object to pgiving the fran-
chige to & man who lives in a reasonably
comfortable four-roomed house anywhere, but
we are asked to enfranchise the man who
merely puta four poles into the ground and
pitches a tent around them. A man might
buy a Toll of hessian and put vp half o dozen
houses and, under the proposal of the leader
of the Opposition, he would he regarded as a
householder.

Mr. Munsie: None of the men on the
timber milly, except the manager, is entitled
to vote.

The PREMIER: Hecaunse such men pay
very little for their houses.

Mr. Munsic: Are not they desirable citi-
wenst .

The PREMIER: TYes, very desirable.

The fact remains that

Yes, under the present
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Mr. Munsie:
vote?

The PREMIER:
in such a houge—

Mr. Munsie: Hmndreds of them are mar-
ried.

The PREMIER: The leader of the OUp-
position is asking s to agree to wipe out
every existing qualification and to substituie
the household qualification. He wishes to ex-
tend this qualification to the man who at-
taches any sort of dwelling to the soil.

Hon, P. Collier :  Your colleague, the
Minigter for Education, said only u fow
weeks ogo that he was now, and always liad
been, a strong believer in the household fran-
chise,

The PREMIER: Yes, I can quite under-
stand that. If the hon. memher would give
u3 a definition of what constitutes a reason-
able house, we might all agree with him,
but when he wishes te designate a temporary
structure a house, it is quite another matter.
Whether the rental value be fixed at £27, £15,
or £10 a year, it is only a rough apd ready
means of arriving at the qualification.

Hon. P. Collier: Very rough and not very
ready.

The PREMIER: The hon. member wishes
to introduce houschold framchise and to make
a tent constitute a house. I hope that mem-
bers will not agree to this. What reason
has the hon. member put forward to justify
so drastic a change? Surely the Couneil has
been a very uwseful House., I suppose mem-
bers of the Opposition realise just how use-
ful it has been at times, and I think we ought
to maintain a reasonable franchise. I would
impress upan members that it is so easy to
earn the right to a vote for the Upper House.
Any man in this country could save enough
and he would not have a vote.

Hon. P. Collier: He might save thousands
of pounds and put it into Government bonds,
bonds, and he would net have a vote.

The PREMIER: That would be a good
investment,

Hon. P. Collier: But he would not have a
vote and yet he might be a better man than
he who put his money into a block of land.

Mr. Willeock: It would not be a very
desirable investment to put £50 into vacant
1£a|Bd. You cannot get much of a house for

U,

The PREMIER: It is the land that counts,
not the house. This question has been de-
bated time and agnain. The object of mem-
bers opposite is to whittle away the fran.
chiss for the Upper House little by little
until it i3 eompletely abolished. I hope that
members will not agree to this proposal. T,
in common with my colleague the Attorney
General, would- like to see househeld fran-
chise imtroduced if we could get a proper
definition of a housec and provided that the
house were a reasonably comfortable perman-
ent atrueture,

Mr, Munsie: This is the same defintiion ns
they have in Sonth Australia and they man-
age there.

Are not they entitled to &

If married, and hving
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The PREMIER: South Australia is a very
different place from Western Australia.

Mr. Mungie: But they manage all right.

The PREMIER: T hope T shall have the
support of a majority of members in oppos-
ing the second reading of this Bill.

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Willisis-Narrogin)
[10.27]: The leader of the Oppositien is to
be commended for his moderate speech in
nioving the second reading of this Bill. I
have always supported houschold suffragoe
for the Upper House.

The Premier: S0 de T support it, but I
want a definition of louse.

Mr. TOHNSTON: It is peculiar that a
man, whose house situated in one distriet
is valued at £17 10s. a ycar, should have a
vote for the Council, while a similar house
in an adjacent district valued at £15 a year
does not entitle the occupier to a vete. On
the goldfields where this is a buraing ques-
tion, partienlarly on the oceasion of the
(louncil elections, anomalies have given rise
to very great heart burnings and discontent.

The Attoruey General: I have not had any
ecomplaints.

Mr, TOHNSTON: There have been many
complaints in the past.

Mr, Mungie: Hundreds of peopls were not
on the roll at the last election and refused
to go on.

The Premier:
not vote.

My, JOHNSTON: The Minister may lay
thia flattering unction to his soul if the com-
plainta were not in evidence at the last
election, that electoral matters on the gold-
fialda have much improved under his adminis-
tration. T must confess that the Bill iy very
inndequate in the direction providing a pro-
per franchise for the Upper House, particu-
larly as it will disfranchise a large number
of people who to-day have the right to a
vote.

Mr. Troy: Then amend it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: That is what I shail
endeavour to do if the Bill reaches the Com-
mittee stage. At present a large number
of producers have the franchise for the
Upper Houge, even if they are not living in
separate houses of their own, I have in
mind a family of several sons, each of whom
is working his own farm bont they all live in
one homestead and each haos a vote for the
Upper* House. If the Bill is passed in its
present form the whole of those youne men
will lose the franchise, TUnder the Bill no
one would have a vote for the Upper Hounse
except the houscholder, and every houge-
holder wonld have a vote by virtue of his
being & heuscholder. That is an undesirable
condition of affaire. When all is said and
done, the occupancy of a house is only one
form of proporty qualification. I fail to see
why ahould we give the property owner who
occupies & house, a vote, and take away
from a yonng wan who has no house but who

Hundreds were on but did
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has 200 or 300 acrer of crop and oeceupies
his father’s house, the vote that he enjoys
to-day. I would give every householder a
vote. [ am with the leader of the Opposi-
tion in giving a household franchise for the
Upper House, but would not take the vote
away from miners, farmers, producers and
others who to-day enjoy their franchise. The
leader of the Opposition would have been
well advised to have simply brought down
a measure removing the present £17 house-
hold value anomaly and substituting a house-
hold franchise for every houscholder in the
State in addition to the existing qualifica-
tions. T have given notice of amendments
1 intend to move'in Committee, which will
give every person who has a vote for the
Upper MHoudse to-day a continued right to
that franchise, and also enroll every house-
holder in the State and every returned sol-
dier, sailor, or nurse within the State, 1
was pleased to hear the wards of apprecin-
tion which, consistent with his publie utter-
anees on the subject, the leader of the Qp-
position spoke with regard to the returned
soldiers, but I was surprised that his Bill
did not provide for their enfranchisement,
particularly as that franchise had prevnous]y
heen approved with very few dissentient
voices by this Chamber last session,

Hon. P. Collier: T got it through this
House before, but the Rill was lost in an-
other place, I believe mainly becanse it con-
tained that provision.

Mr, JOHNSTON: 1 believed it to be a
Goverment measure, but I do not wish to
rob the hon. member of any credit he may
deserve in the matter, I have a distinet
recollection of the Gevermment introdueing
the measure, giving returned soldiers a vote
for the Upper House, and of that provision
being lost in another place.

Hon. P. Collier: That is why the Bill was
thrown out in another place.

Mr, JOHNSTON: The whole argument
adduced by the leader of the Opposition, as
well as the gencral attitude of the Govern-
ment of preference to returned soldiers, and
the attitude of this House as recorded in its
previous actions, justify the extension of the
franchise under this measare to all the re-
tgrned soldiers in the State.

Hom. P. Collier: T am prepared to sup-
port you in that amendment.

Mr, JOHNSTON: I am plad to hear it.
Progress should be the wateh-word of the
State in the matter of its legislation. The
amendments I have foreshadowed are much
more fair than is the Bill in its present
form. I propose to support the second read-
ing with a view to endeavouring to seecure
household suffrage, the retention of the ex-
isting franchise, and the whole of the quali-
fications which are at present eunjoyed, and .
nlso to secure the enfranchisement of re-
turned soldiers, sailors, and nurses. 1f these
amendments are not aceepted and the Bil] is
passed in its present form——

Irl‘r:{cm. P. Collier: T think it is sure to do
that.
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Mr. JOHNSTON: Rather than that a
large number of producers, miners, farmers
and others who enjoy the franchise to-day
should be disfranchised, as proposed in the
Bill, I wil] reserve the right to vote against
the measure on the third reading.

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [10.35]: X do
nut propose to labour the Bill,

Mr. Davies: It has been before us for
two years.

Mr. TROY: Although it bas heen intro-
duaced twice, it is worthy of consideration at
the hands of this House and should be
phased through both Chambers. Surely there
ean be ne valid argument to-day against a
Bill of this character, which, while confer-
ring the franchise upon a large section of
the people, does not go as far as the fran
chise in a demoeratie country should go. I
am not eomplaining that the Bill does not
eontain all the principles we on this side of
the Iouse would like to sce embodied in it.
The leader of the Oppesition has been very
moderate in his requests as contained in this
Biil, He has not asked for the embodiment
in it of our principles.

Mr. Maley: It is a step in that direction.

Mr. TROY: He has given the Houszc an
opportunity of going a part of the way, and
enfranchising o large number of deserving
vitizens who have no veoice to-day in the gov-
ernment of the country,

The Premier: They have some voice,

Mr. Davies: You take away the voice
from others who have a perfeet right to it

Mr, TROY: Why raise that pretence? The
hon, member knows that the party with
which he is associated has not given the
slightest concession in another Chamber. Hia
leader is opposed to the Bill and hopes the
House will not accept it.

The Premier: That is so. .

Mr. TROY: He says that the present
franchise has stood the test of time. So has
every other abuse and rotten principle which
the people want to get rid of stood the test
of time. FEvery tyranny and despotiam has
stood the test of time. Sooner or later the
preople will get rid of them.

The Premier: There 18 iyranny in
Russia,
Mr. TROY: There was a <yvstem which

gtood the test of cemturies of time.

Hon. P. Collier: Slavery and every ciher
injustice in the history of the world has
stood the test of time.

Mr. TROY: ©Every evil that we have
known has stood the test of centuries. If
wo are satisfied that what exists now will
not exist for all time, what are we here for?
Why is there any government? If all is well
that now exigts no changes are necessary.
The Premier does not desirc any change.
In that respect he ig not very different from
the late Premier, the member for Moore (Sir
Henry Lefroy).

The Premier: I did not say that I desire
no change at all, but that I do not desire
this change.

| ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TROY: Can any man pretending t
democracy give any valid reason why th
people of this eountry should not be repre
sented in the government of the country il
both Houses of Parliament whils tw
Houses exigt? The people have no voice i
the government of this country, and th
present representation is a fraud. Witl
one hand it gives opportunity to govern th
country, and with the other hand it take:
that opportunity away.

The Premier: How much does Parliamen
take away?®

Mr. Munsie: While the Labour party wer«
in office, 32 of their Bills were rejected.

Mr, TROY: I have a very vivid recollee
tion of how a Government in this House, re
presenting the great mass of the people
were embarrassed at every turn by anothel
place. There was a veritable intrigue be
fween membera of the then Opposition in
this Housa and the members of anothe:
place to embarrass the Government of that
day. Another place carried special resolu-
tions condemning the poliey of the Labour
Government. That condemnation referred
to systems and principles now eclaimed by
the present Government, who were then in
Opposition. And if a Labour Government
came into power to-morrow and had in this
Chamber a following like that of the pre-
sent Premier, namely, two-thirds of the
membership of the House, the Upper House
would still indulge in oppesition, Of course,
the Upper House does net indulge in oppo-
sition to-day. Members of that onse may
pretend to a sort of inpartiality, but impar-
tinlity does not exist and never has existed
in that Honse. Moreover, the straightfor-
ward men there do not lay eclaim to im-
partiality, which is only claimed by those
who want to hunmbug the people. What ob-
jection can there be to giving every person
in the country a vote for both Houses of
Parliament? Are not they all wealth pro-
ducera? Are not they all responsible for
the values- given to property, even though
they possess no property themsclves?

The Premier: You are quite honest now.
You do not believe in this Bill.

Mr. TROY: The Bill represents a step on-
wards, I have no doubt the leader of tho
Opposition will withdraw this Bill imme-
diately an assurance is given by tha Pre.
mier that he himself will introduce a Bill
embodying the full prineiples of represen-
tation. I concede that property should have
seeyrity and protection. But that is all pro-
perty is entitled to. Property is not en-
titled to the right to decide what legislation
is good for the community, and what is not.
The people without property have just as
mueh right to speak on that matter as have
the people who own property. There are
great mumbers of people in this State to-
day, people who made the country, not own-
ing property. I doubt whether Paddy Han-
nan, of Kalgoorlie, has a vote for the Upper
House; and his name ia regarded as the
finest name on the goldfields.
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Hon, P. Collier: He has no vote for the
Upper House. He does not own a house of
that kind,

Mr. TROY: But thousands of others, for
whom Paddy Hanaan has made wealth, have
votey for the Upper House. I know of
many men in this country who have given
the whole of their lives to develop the min-
ing industry, who probably have made rises
in the past but have spent the money again
in developing good propertics and bad pro-
perties, and who have not a vote for the
Upper House. I could name dozens of such
men in my clectorate. T know a man 75
years of age, one of the hest prospectors
this country ever knew, one of the old
brigade, who has not a vote for tlie Upper
House. He lives in a camp, and therefore
has not the vote. Hundreds of men work-
ing on stations at well sinking and fencing,
thousands of wnavvies who have buily our
railway lines and who do all the work of
the conntry, thousands of road makers,
thousanda of men who do the clearing of
the land—all these find themselves debarred
from the Upper House franchise. Why
have they not the vote for the TUpper
House? They make the values of property.

The Premier: This Bill will not give them
that vote.

Hon. P. Collier: That is beeanse you will
not let me. I am quite willing to give them
the vote.

The Premier: I know that.

Mr. TROY: There are hundreds of rail-
way men in this country living in cottages
rented at 4s. per week, and they have not
the vote for the Upper House, They keep
our railway lines in repair, and they create
wealth for this country; but they have not
the vote for the Upper House. Then there
are the miners in the Wooroloo Sanatorium,
who have given their health and their lives
for this country; they have not the vote.

Tion, P. Colliecr: Twenty years in the
mines, and then they go to Wooroloo.

Mr. TROY: 1In contradistinetion, there
are people in this conntry who bhave never
done it one service, but whe have the vote.
The usurer in the city, who lends money, is
entitled to a vote. The speculator who buys
a block of land of a certain value is en-
titled to a vote. Persons of ill fame are en-
titled to a vote.

Hon. P. Collier: And the owners of pro-
perty in which persons of ill fame reside
arc entitled to the vote. Snch owners are
good citizens,

Mr. TROY: Meantime, valuable citizens
are entirely shut out from representation.

Hon. P. Collier: The man who owns a
honse in Roe-street has a vote for the
Upper House.

Mr, TROY: Yes; and the oceupant of the
house has the vote, too. if the owner does
not elaim it. The member for Geraldton
(Mr. Willeock) was rebuked to-night be-
eause he spoke about defects in the accom-
modation provided for shearers. The
shearers arc a body of men who cannot be
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dona withont in this country, who spend
their time going from station to station
shearing sheep. Without them the wool of
the country could not be sent abroad and
the meney for it could not be brought into
Western Australin, But they have no vote
for the Upper House. There are hundreds
of prospectors and bush workera whoe have
no esgtablished homes, and who therefore
have not that vote.  Yet, quite apart from
the large bodies of men whom I have men-
tioned, even of those who aetually possess
the franchise two-thirds could be struck off
the rolls beeause they have not property of
the neceessary value to entitle them to the
vote. The present Upper Mouse franchise
is most absurd, shutting out, as it does,
many of the most deserving and including
many of the undeserving. Yet we are told
that the people of Wystern Australia have
full representation in the Parliament of the
country. T am not & believer in two Houses
of Parliament. I think it is a pity that
in a country such as this we should have the
expense of two Houses of Parliament on
our present franchise. T would ge further,
and abolish one 1louse—I do not care which
House, so long as the remaining House is
fully representative of the people.  There
is no valid reason for the existence of two
Houses of Parliument. Tn the early days
when responsible Government was given to
Western Australia, the Legislative Couneil
was advised by Lord Enutsford to adopt
the single Chamber system. Te pointed out
the experience of Ontario which had a popu-
lation at that time of abhout a million
people, and he advised Western Australia
to profit by their experience. The attitude
of the Council on that occasion was that
Ontario was not on all fours with Western
Australia because the latter wns a sovereign
State and Ontario stood behind the dominion
Parliament of Canada. If that excuse ex-
isted then, it does not cxist to-day.

The Attorncy General: We are still n
severeign State. .

Mr. TROY: 8o is Ontario. To-day it
is a State with a population of two millions
and it has the single Chamber system still.
All the new great provinees of Canada havo
adopted the single Chamber system, yot in
Western Awustralia we are carrying on what
the Premier says has stood the test of time,
The two-Chamher system is a erying injus-
tice to the people of Western Australia

Mr. Pickering: It is not peculiar to West-
ern Australia.

Mr., TROY: That docs not matter. The
House of Lords is not peculiar to England.
The House of Lords, as the leader of the
Opposition has pointed out, has less power
than the Legislative Council in this State,
‘Whereas legislation becomes law in England
after it has besh phssed twice in fhe House
of Commons, the Counecil in Western Aus-

tralia can reject Bills a dozen times. We
are considerably behind the conservative
Parliament in Great Britain. There has
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been a demand from time to time for
a change in our Parliamentary system, Al-
thongh the Bill does not go as far as we
would like, it will afford an opportunity of
testing the sincerity of members who pre-
tend that they want justice for the people
as a whole. The Bill provides a step in the
direetion of reform. I am afraid that some
of the members on the Government side
who have spoken on this question ar¢ not
gineere.

Mr, Brown: Try them.
Mr. TROY: I believe the hon. member is
sincere. | think he is on the wrong side

of the House,

Hon. W, C. Angwin:
over here all along.

Mr, Brown: Let us go 16 the division
now.

Mr. TROY: If members on the Govern-
ment side desire to adopt full adult fran-
chise, we will support them. I hope to see
the one Chamber system adopted, for the
Legislative Council is the greatest obstacle
in the way of reform that we have at the
present time.

On motion by Mr. Willeock, debate ad-
Journed.

fle should have becn

House adjourned at I0.56 p.m.

Aegislative Council,

Thursday, 18th November, 1820.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—ELECTRICAL ENERGY.

To Inquire by Royal Commission,
Hon, J. EWING (South-West) [4.31]: I

move—

That in the opinion of this House the
Government should appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the feasibility of
generating electrical energy at Collie

[COUNCIL.]

and transmitting the same from theve
with a view to reducing the cost of the
supply of power for industrinl aud
domestic purposes at centres where it is
required,

I have to thank you, Sir, and the House
for the courtesy extended to me on two
occadions in agreeing to a postponement of
the motion. My reason for moving those
postponements was that T was partieularly
busy at the time and, being of some im-
portance, the matter required c¢onsiderable
attention before it comld be placed before
the House. The present is an ago of
cleetricity and it is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to anticipate the future and make
provision for all developments, and for the
ever-inereasing requirements in respect of
electrical energy. My aim is te cndeavour
to point the way by which power can be
generated at Collie, or any other centre in
Western Australia which would be better
than Collie—Collie is the only one we know of
at present—at the minimum eost and trans-
mitied to Perth. By adopting such & scheme
wo should be advancing the interests of
this great State and developing our mnatural
industries, I do not for a moment pase
as an expert in this matter. In fact, I am
only too well aware that my knowledge of
eleetrieity is somewhat limited, but from
& study of what is going on in ‘other parts
of the world, especially Canada and
America, mnd of what is going on in the
Commonwealth of Augtralia, I hope to be
able to convince the House of the neces-
sity for the propesed inquiry, Moreover,
I hope to induce other members with a
greater knowledge than I have of this im-
portant question to place that knowledge
before the House and so help me to secure
a Royal Commission or an advisory board
whieh will thoroughly and exhaustively in-
quire into the question. The Vietorian
board to which I will refer later on was a
board of experts. I have wo intention of
asking the Government to appoint any but
experts who thoroughly understand the
question and who will be able to place be-
fore us a report which shall be equally
valuable to Western Australia as the report
whieh I have in my baund has been to Vie-
toria. I bave from time to time advocated
private enterprise, and I have no intention
whatever of asking the Government to take
up this encrmous question themaelves or to
find the necessary money in order &o
generate electricity at Collie and transmit
it thence to Perth. What I ask them to
do is to incur the initial expenditure for
this inquiry. That expenditure will be con-
siderable, because the inquiry must not be
earricd out in any half-hearted manner,
Then, when the data has been collected
and is available, T am convinced from what
I know of people in the old country and in
America that if a reasonable scheme is put
befora them the money will be forthcoming
to develop this great enterprise for the



